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  Haydons Road North update 
 

Many thanks to the WPRA for providing space for an update from the micro-local 

blogsite www.haydonsroadnorthcommunity.wordpress.com   

Since it launched 18 months ago, the site averages more than 2k page views per 

month. But the blogsite is not about popularity, it is about information. Increasing 

numbers of local people supply updates to help keep everyone informed about 

what’s going on; from local industry and pollution issues, to road closures and 

natural history. 
 

Regarding activities on local industrial estates, Cappagh was caught red-handed 

breaking environmental rules by handling cement dust at its Waterside Way site 

without a permit. There is a video of this incident on the blogsite.  

Reston Waste has failed to protect the area surrounding its Weir Road recycling 

plant from dust pollution. A video of this incident too can be accessed on our 

blogsite.  
 

We wait to hear how these infringements will be dealt with, but both have been 

reported to the local and national environmental enforcement bodies. 
 

We learn from Merton Council, that Cappagh is likely to apply for a Part B Permit 

allowing it to load/unload cement at Unit 12 Waterside Way, its site that borders 

the Wandle Trail, beside the river and Havelock Road allotments. It is an             

application that will be opposed by residents, given the sensitivity of this footpath 

close to the children’s playground in Garfield Park which is regularly used by    

cyclists, runners, dog-walkers and as a traffic-free route to school for the children 

of Garfield Primary. 
 

Thanks to WPRA for funding air quality monitoring tubes in the North Haydons 

Road area. Henceforth we will be provided with these tubes on an ongoing basis 

by the Council’s air quality team. 
 

Visit www.haydonsroadnorthcommunity.wordpress.com  for ongoing updates 

about micro-local issues; all submissions welcome. Twitter: @HaydonsNorth 

 

Haydons Road North Community website
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proposes no less than 70 actions - very worthy but probably far too many to      
follow up effectively.  However, the Council has prioritised the following actions:  
 

 Establish and maintain an effective air quality group to implement AQAP        
measures;  

 Encourage the uptake of low emission vehicles and consider the                
introduction of an emissions-based parking levy;  

 Identify the key causes of traffic congestion and determine effective     
measures for improving traffic flow through critical areas;  

 Evaluate the feasibility of introducing ‘mini’ Ultra-Low Emission Zones in 
the areas of poorest air quality;  

 Provide guidance to developers on the impact of development on air     
quality;  

 Formalise anti-idling enforcement around key locations such as schools, 
taxi-ranks, and air pollution hotspots;  

 Continue to promote awareness of air quality in schools;  
 Review Merton’s air quality monitoring network to ensure that it effectively 

identifies areas of poor air quality and provides accurate data.  
 

The Plan contains an air quality map (see https://drive.google.com/open?id=1tO-
MxlPduvN9jidPKvXKh4v38lg&usp=sharing), regularly updated with data provided 
from a number of council and voluntary organisations. 

In Wimbledon Park, the Residents’ Association has been paying for additional air 
quality tests. Haydons Road North Community Group received another batch 
of air pollution monitoring tubes in May from Friends of the Earth, which have 
been installed at the junctions of Haydons Road with Plough Lane, Cromwell 
Road and Queens Road - all areas where there is frequently stationary traffic as 
well as high footfall. The results of those 3 tests have recently been received, and 
are respectively 59, 51 and 50 mg/m3 – well in excess of the legal limit and consid-
erably worse than from previous tests. Merton's Environmental Health Pollution 
Manager is happy to support investigations of air quality hotspots by community 
groups. 
 

Also of particular concern to Wimbledon Park residents is the on-going saga con-
cerning the planning application for a Concrete batching plant in Waterside Way 
on the banks of the River Wandle. This was rejected by Merton Council following 

Continued on page 40 
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Carmela Guida’s
School of Ballet

RAD BALLET
MODERN/CONTEMPORARY
BK BALLET FLOOR BARRE

ADULT CLASSES/POINTE WORKOUT
PRIVATE TUITION

PILATES STUDIO/EQUIPMENT SESSIONS

…IN EAST PUTNEY
AND WIMBLEDON PARK

To arrange a free trial class visit:

www.carmelaguidaballet.co.uk

 

Oakley Locksmiths Ltd 
We are a family run business based 
in Southfields since 1987. Our 
company offers free no obligation 
quotations on all types of security 
for both the residential and 
commercial markets. Our fully 
trained locksmiths supply and fit all 
makes of locks and key cutting in our 
shop starts from £2.50. 

81 Replingham Road 

Southfields, SW18 5LU 

020-8871-1238 
www.oakleylocksmiths.co.uk 
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        a long and costly campaign by local residents’ groups, exposing the erroneous 
and misleading data submitted by the developer, who may yet appeal this          
decision.   

It is hoped that the Council is now more aware of air quality issues and the need 
to take them properly into account in making planning decisions. However, the 
story is not over yet, as activities such as transferring construction waste on the 
site frequently cause noise and air pollution, emitting clouds of dust over black-
berry bushes on the Wandle trail and over allotments on Havelock Road.  The site 
owners, Cappagh, have also recently been observed transferring cement between 
silos on the site for which they do not have a permit.  Since the transfer of cement 
is typically at a rate of 1-2 tonnes per minute, hundreds of kilogrammes of cement 
dust can escape within seconds, as was observed one day last June. (picture) 

There is likewise still much concern about the Reston Waste Management busi-
ness which has grown 100-fold over the last 15 years. Located in Weir Road, 
close to the Wandle and social housing, this business collects construction waste 
from across London and SE England. The dust associated with this site and the 
large diesel trucks going to and from the site have become real problems for    
residents.  

There are transport-related consequences too. Reston lorries have become more 
numerous in recent years, not just on the main roads but also when using minor 
residential roads such as Woodside as short cuts. Neither the Council nor the   
police appear to have the resources or power to stop them. 

Traffic speed is yet another air quality issue. There are plans to introduce a 20 
mph speed limit along Wimbledon High Street, Church Road and some adjoining 
roads, and the Wimbledon Society is formulating its response to this. 

Clean Air Merton is keen to introduce the 20 mph limit borough-wide, but were 
told by Merton Council that there were no figures for the cost of implementation. 
However, the neighbouring borough of Croydon has estimated that to cover the 
whole borough the cost will be in the region of £1.5 million, equivalent (using    
Department for Transport figures) to that associated with just 22 accidents. There 
are also significant indirect financial savings (such as costs to the NHS) that 
would come with resultant health benefits of more active life styles and with 
improved air quality if there were fewer people driving in these roads.  

Vehicle Idling Action is a London-wide behaviour change campaign which is 
helping to reduce localised air pollution caused by motorists who leave their  
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engines running when parked. A trial is about to start of Automatic Number Plate 
Recognition cameras to stop illegal and inconsiderate parking outside of some of 
Merton’s schools. If this is successful, the Council will look at broadening their 
use, as the first borough in London to use the technology in this way. 

Finally, whilst the air in Merton appears to be getting dirtier, Waltham Forest has 
reduced the exposure of its citizens to NO2 and particulates by 90% over 10 years. 
When it became one of London's 'mini-Holland' boroughs, it introduced a range 
of clean air initiatives which include: promoting annual car free days; providing 
free cycle training for all residents, schools and businesses in the borough;
implementing a borough wide 20 mph zone; introducing anti-idling operations 
outside schools; and expanding the air quality monitoring network throughout 
the borough.  
Are these and other initiatives perhaps something that Merton could emulate to 
pull itself up the air quality league table?            Alan Maries 

Cement dust on the Wandle Path  -  June  2018 
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        Planning - will common sense prevail? 
Last month the Planning Inspectorate issued its ruling on the appeal by Goldcrest 
Land for the Council's refusal of their 2017 planning application at 1-3 Wellington 
Works. The appeal was dismissed for not being compliant with Merton's policies 
that "... seek to create urban layouts based on the permeable and easily navigable 
network of streets and spaces that seamlessly link with the surrounding develop-
ment and ... provide layouts that are safe, secure and take account of crime      
prevention". The Inspector concluded that "... the proposed development would 
fail to secure a safe and secure environment for pedestrians, cyclists, motorists 
and other visitors to and from the appeal site."  For now, at least, common sense 
has prevailed. 
 

A group of residents from Wellington Road and Dawlish Avenue has been arguing 
that the proposal by Goldcrest Land was unreasonable ever since their initial 
plans for the site were revealed at the public consultation in the autumn of 2016.  
Although the issue of access was immediately raised by the local community, it 
became apparent that the consultation was a box-ticking exercise and there was 
little intention from the new owners of the site to engage in resolving the main   
issue affecting their site and the wider area. The PR company running the          
consultation stated that the access proposals were developed in close consulta-
tion with the Merton's highways and transport specialists, but it later became    
apparent that the planners had the same reservations regarding the access from 
the outset. 
 
Yet, the process continued in the same vein. The project was embellished with  
numerous improvements to its original layout. More arrows showing potential   
future links to the Wandle Trail were put on the plans, pages full of sustainable 
construction methods were written and layouts of wheelchair accessible residen-
tial units were drawn. Leaflets proudly announcing these to the local residents 
were sent out with no mention that under the reality of the planning system     
combined with the absence of the applicant's solid track record in seeing their       
projects through to the end post-planning, all these 'improvements' were easily 
reversible and, therefore, virtually meaningless. Yet, the most obvious questions 
regarding access remained unanswered. 
 
Strangely, the most obvious answers to these questions were also ignored by the 
Council for quite some time. The local community, having had the previous        
experience of piecemeal applications on the sites surrounding the Wandle and 
the adjacent railway lines, had come to the conclusion that in order for any        
redevelopment to succeed, these sites have to be considered jointly as part of a 
holistic masterplan and in autumn of 2017 more than five hundred local residents, 
workers and businesses signed a petition to the Council to do just that. Although 
this idea of a holistic approach was widely acknowledged by the officials at one of 
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the Planning Application Committee meetings as the most sensible way forward, 
it was also immediately dismissed by the same officials for having appeared 
'too late' to have a real impact! Is this a sensible way of accommodating, by 
conservative estimates, at least a thousand new residents in the area? 
 
By now the Council has recognised that in the case of the 1-3 Wellington Works 
site, the issues of access were critical and refused the Goldcrest Land's 
application before Christmas 2017. Almost immediately another, virtually 
identical application was submitted by them to the Council, along with an appeal 
to the Secretary of State for the refusal of the previous one. It still remains to 
be seen how the Council deals with the current planning application, but at least 
in the case of the appeal, it is great to see that the Inspector concluded that the 
local concerns were real and not a manifestation of nimbyism. 
 
Yet, the apparent victory of common sense feels hollow. The almost two-year long 
process benefited nobody. A successful local business that previously occupied 
the workshop at 1-3 Wellington Works is no longer there; the Council did not     
expand on its housing provision; the local residents spent a considerable amount 
of time, money and effort proving something that should have been obvious. Just 
to attend the public hearing for the appeal in early July some of them had to take 
a lot of time off from their busy work and family engagements. This time and      
effort will not be replaced. On top of that, the nearby large Haslemere Industrial 
Estate, the permission for redevelopment of which was, with its own degree of 
controversy, granted a year and a half ago, is lying empty, slowly getting covered 
in graffiti with no benefit to the local economy. As for Goldcrest Land, whose 
business is based on raising value of their sites through the planning process, 
they will, no doubt, be back with a new round of applications and appeals to keep 
everyone occupied. 
 
This vicious circle of short-termism has to be broken and a more responsible 
approach, acknowledging both the opportunities and the constraints of being 
within a 15-minute train journey to the centre of one of the most successful world 
cities, has to emerge. The current planning system too often lets the developers 
see only the opportunities, whereas the locals, having little trust in the system, 
are often inclined to see just the constraints. 
 
Luckily, with the help of a newly elected Councillor Edward Gretton, a new         
approach is starting to emerge. With his support a Neighbourhood Plan – a 
formal legal process by which the local residents can play a first-hand role in 
shaping the local planning framework - is being launched this autumn. More 
constructive local engagement is encouraged, any help (past, present and future) 
is much appreciated and nothing but the successful outcome is contemplated! 
Maryrose Greenhough, Chris Beech, Andrei Saltykov 
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Advertising in this magazine. 
Contact Pamela Healy 

pam.2015@outlook.com 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO DELIVER OUR NEWSLETTER 

Volunteers need to help deliver our newsletter in  

Durnsford Road and Gresham Way. 
If you can spare an hour or so three times a year  we would be very 
grateful. We will deliver the newsletters to your door  for distribution. 

If you would like to help please contact Pamela Healy at  
pam.2015@outlook.com 
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Your local, established 
Independent estate agent 

 

Wimbledon Park’s local agent 
With demand still being so high within the local area we are able to significantly 
reduce our sales and rental commission fees meaning you literally save thousands. 
You will still receive the same great level of service, so call us today to find out more. 
We pride ourselves on offering a transparent, honest service and the very best in 
customer care, this is why our business continues to go from strength to strength and 
we are seeing record numbers of sales and lets. 

 Comprehensive Internet advertising on the following major property  
      portals: 

 
 
 

 Professional photographs, floor plans and presentation brochures. 

 Sole agency sales commission fee, from 0.75% inclusive of VAT. 

 An established estate agency with over twenty five years experience and 
      local knowledge. 

 Let only or fully managed services  (RENT GUARANTEE AVAILABLE) 

 Members of The Property Ombudsman. 

 No hidden contract surprises or long tie in period.  

 Located prominently opposite Wimbledon Park station. 
 
 

 

Call us today to arrange your free sales or rental valuation: 
020 8944 9898 

www.burlingtonresidential.co.uk 
email:   info@burlingtonresidential.co.uk 
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