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Chairman’s Report
Wimbledon Park Hall
After a great deal of toing and froing we took possession of the new Hall in the 
middle of February.  The final result is terrific.  The finish by the developers has 
been to a very high standard and the cooperation from those at the Council deal-
ing with the project was really excellent. Everyone who has been to see it has 
been very impressed by the space.  Huge thanks are due to David Watkins who 
bore the brunt of coordinating the finishing work, over the last few months,       
between the developers and the Council.   
As always, there are still a few issues to deal with but we are now fully operational 
in the Hall and already have several regular hirers established. Martial arts seem 
to be very popular as is ballet for toddlers! Demand for weekend functions is also 
strong as well.  The Café is taking a little longer to organise. Interest in taking it 
over is growing and we are sorting out the necessary paperwork required. Being a 
commercial lease, we are keen to strike a fair balance between obtaining a       
reasonable rent and encouraging the right people to run it who will make it into 
the kind of community café that we think local people will appreciate and which 
will be successful.   
All the Hall hiring information is on the website at www.wimbledonpark.com.   The 
email address for Hall hire inquiries is wimbledonparkhall@gmail.com.   You can 
always email direct through the website.  You should get a reply within 24 hours. 

A Pedestrian Crossing in Leopold Road? 
Those who frequent Leopold Road will know what a busy road it is and how diffi-
cult it can be to cross safely, when there is so much traffic. I have been       
approached by Family Franzini to raise awareness of their efforts to raise a peti-
tion of sufficient strength to convince the Council to install a crossing and also 
some road calming.  Please read the article on page 22 and support the petition if 
you can. 

Friends of Wimbledon Park (FOWP) 
I would like to draw your attention to the enthusiastic work being carried out by 
the FOWP. If you read their ‘update’ on Page 12, you will see that there is a very 
interesting initiative to upgrade the Athletics stadium in the Park, in conjunction 
with the Wimbledon Club, whose premises are on the opposite side of the lake, 
and several other key stakeholders including the Hercules Athletic Club, who are 
the major users.   The stadium, which is the only one of its kind in the borough, 
has been left  to deteriorate over the years and is in a very sad state for such a 



5 

valuable asset. The Council does not have the funds (or does not feel the site de-
serves the funds) to make any major improvements. Therefore any major upgrade 
is going to largely rely on local initiative and outside funding. This initiative needs 
widespread support from local residents. 

Parking in Arthur Road and surrounds 
Recently a letter from Councillors went around to most of the roads in Parking-
Zone P1 regarding parking problems that had been recently raised by local resi-
dents. This letter indicated that they had raised the issue of extending the current 
parking restrictions with Chris Lee, Director of Environment and Regeneration, 
and that anyone supporting a change in the parking restrictions should write to 
him.  Any changes in local parking restrictions need to be carefully considered. 
As we know, changes made in one area can have a knock on effect in the adjoin-
ing areas, just the same as road closures. The main problem appears to be park-
ing by football fans on match days. Wimbledon Park is the last stop on the tube 
line where there is free parking after 3pm on weekdays and entirely at weekends. 
However this is not the only problem and we are sure there are a variety of views 
about the nature of the problem and what people feel would be the right solution. 
Therefore accompanying this newsletter is a survey form which is being distrib-
uted to all roads in Zone P1. We are asking all residents to complete the form and 
return to designated points by the 30th April.  We will try to produce the results as 
quickly as we can.  The form has been design largely by a local resident and we 
hope provides the right questions and opportunity for response.  Generally we 
feel that this is the right way to gauge the nature of the problem and local resident 
views  before deciding on any further action.   

The Greyhound Stadium proposals (site 37) 
 A great deal of work has been going on since the last newsletter appeared and 
this is covered in detail by the article on Pages 8,9 and 10.  In particular it refers to 
Inspectors Examination in January. The sessions were quite lengthy and it was 
interesting to hear the arguments put forward by all interested parties. We had  
some degree of success in having changes made as a result of our arguments.  
The article also refers to the survey carried out in the last two months by the 
WPRA.  The results of his survey are published on page 7. More roads may be 
surveyed in the near future but so far over two hundred houses have been       
surveyed and the results are reasonably consistent.  
There is a certain momentum now building behind these proposals and it may not 
be long before we see a planning application appear.   Iain Simpson
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Survey on Greyhound Stadium Development Proposals 

The Wimbledon Park Residents Association has carried out a survey in Wimbledon Park 
Ward asking residents’ opinion on three questions which concerned the development of 
the Greyhound Stadium.  

The results can be summarised as follows  

[Q1] 85% had not received any communication from Merton Council asking their opinion 
on the proposed development of the Greyhound Stadium. Only 4% thought they had re-
ceived such a communication and 11% did not know if they had or not.  

[Q2] 80%  thought that a development comprising a 20,000 seater football stadium, 600 
residential units and some retail space was not very beneficial for local residents while     
8% thought it was beneficial and 12% did not know. 

[Q3] 72%  opposed the development just mentioned, 11%  neither supported or op-
posed,  10% supported it and 7% did not know.  

The survey was carried out by knocking on successive doors in the road being surveyed 
and if there was a response,  asking  the persons who answered if they would take part 
in the survey. As a result a randomly chosen, and so representative,  set of residents 
were questioned.   
202 households were surveyed and, using a standard statistical formula,  we can esti-
mate the possible errors in our results compared to those that would follow from survey-
ing all the residents; for example, on question 2  as 80% plus or minus 3%, 8%  plus or 
minus 2% and 12% plus or minus 2% respectively.  

It is clear from these results that the proposed development of a 20,000 seater football 
stadium, 600 residential units and some retail space is substantially opposed by the resi-
dents of Wimbledon Park Ward. Consequently the results of the survey will underpin any 
future actions by the Association.   
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Update on the Greyhound Stadium Development

In this article we will outline some of the recent developments relating to the     
proposals for the site containing the Greyhound Stadium. 

The Visit of the Planning Inspector  

The Planning Inspector came to Merton to hear the submissions concerning the 
Greyhound Stadium on the 23 January 2014. The task of the Inspector was to      
ensure that the Local Development Plan put forward by Merton Council, in which 
the Greyhound Stadium site was one of the most important, was sound.  

Merton Council had proposed to deliver the Greyhound site through a                 
supplementary planning document. The Wimbledon Park Residents Association 
(WPRA) opposed this, citing National Planning Guidelines. Essentially we feared 
that this would be a process not subject to the scrutiny required to ensure that the 
planning rules were correctly applied. The Planning Inspector agreed with us and 
this method of delivering the site was withdrawn by Merton Council.  Another suc-
cess, which was supported by WPRA and Merton Council, but opposed by the de-
veloper Galliard Homes, was that the site of the Greyhound Stadium was           
confirmed as a site most at risk of flooding (technically a 3b designation). This will 
place restrictions on what can be developed on it. 

However, it is unclear if the Inspector will support the WPRA's wish to revise the 
description of the Greyhound Stadium site as regards transport and flooding. It 
was claimed that these comments were "just sign posts".  Merton Council opposed 
this change and explained that it would fully comply with National Planning  Guide-
lines. We must await the Planning Inspector's final report to find out his final  
thinking on this point, but we will in any case be holding Merton Council to their 
words.  

The Submission of the Scoping report by Galliard Homes GLRA Ltd and AFC        
Wimbledon

Even before the Inspector has finalised his report, Galliard Homes, GLRA Ltd and 
AFC Wimbledon have submitted what is called a scoping report. This document is 
a forerunner to the inevitable planning application that they are going to submit 
and it concerns the type of studies they must carry out and submit with their plan-
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ning application. These developers are hoping to construct a 20,000 seater football 
stadium, 613 residential units and some retail space. 

The WPRA have made a submission to Merton Council objecting to the very limited 
nature of the proposed studies in the scoping document. We do not think that the 
developers should only consider how to dispose of the "surface water" on the site. 
Instead they should comply with National Planning Polices as they apply to a 3b 
functional flood plain. This site has two sources of flooding: the ground water, 
arising from the fact that the site is on gravel bed, and also possible flooding  from  
the River Wandle should it overflow as it has in the past. We think the developers 
should explain how they will hold, within  the site, all the  water generated from    
either source and in particular not  allow the water to escape to the surrounding   
areas. Furthermore they should do this in such a way that the flooding on the site 
is no more than it is at present. We note that the site was subject to regular      
flooding throughout the winter.  

The site is universally acknowledged to have a very poor transport rating  
(technically a PTAL score of 2) which cannot be significantly improved. As such 
the very substantial number of crowds will have to walk to the stadium from the 
transport hubs such as Wimbledon  Station, Wimbledon Park, Haydon's Road,     
Earlsfield and Tooting Broadway in Wandsworth.  It is difficult to imagine that such 
large crowds can be accommodated without causing problems in the shopping 
centres and residential areas. We note that it is often the case that modern          
stadiums are largely designed so as to keep crowds away from residential and 
shopping centres.   

To financially service such a large stadium it is likely that it will be used for other 
purposes such as concerts and other sporting activities. The developers have not 
proposed any realistic solution to the transport problems.  They suggested that 
"transport effects will be considered and assessed for the surrounding network 
where links will experience a change of traffic greater than 30%...".  Local residents 
will know that even a modest increase in traffic, and certainly one much less than 
30%, will bring chaos to the, already heavily congested, surrounding roads.  

Merton Council did commission a study in 1996 to see if it was possible to build  a 
20,000 seater stadium on the Greyhound site.  However the study  concluded that 
this would not be possible and it would only be possible for a 10,000 seater        
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stadium if there was a dedicated tram link built to the site. While this study is old, 
its conclusion still holds, particularly once one realises that traffic on local roads 
has trebled since 1996.  

The cavalier attitude of the developers to the planning guidelines is not very en-
couraging and one might be left with the impression that they do not care about  
local residents and are only interested in achieving their own ambitions regardless 
of the effects on the residents of Wimbledon Park Ward.  

Our View 

There are essentially two proposals for the redevelopment of the Greyhound     
Stadium. As we have mentioned, Galliard Homes, GLRA Ltd and AFC Wimbledon 
want to build a 20,000 seater football stadium, 613 residential units  and some     
retail space. While a group, lead by Paschal Taggart, wants to build an upmarket   
stadium for Greyhound Racing (maximum capacity 4,500), 400 residential units and 
some retail space.  

 We have explained in our submissions to Merton Council during the consultation 
period that we think that the proposal by Galliard Homes GLRA Ltd and AFC  is   
incompatible with National Planning Policies. As we have mentioned, the site is 
one at highest risk of flooding and is in a transport area with a very poor rating and 
we do not think that it can be modified to satisfy the planning policies that apply. 
Planning policies are there to ensure that new developments do not adversely     
impact local residents and shopping centres. While we certainly do not oppose 
AFC Wimbledon coming back to the borough we do not think the Greyhound     
Stadium site is suitable.  

Clearly, the Greyhound proposal does not have the same transport problems, as 
the crowds will be rather similar to those that presently use the stadium. It is also     
possible that they can design their proposal in such a way that they do satisfy the 
National Flooding Guidelines. We note that their proposed stadium only has three 
sides and the centre is an area which can be used to hold flood water; certainly 
they have submitted  a comprehensive and  interesting flood study at the          
consultation stages.  
The survey carried out by the Wimbledon Park Residents Association, which         
results are reported in this newsletter, showed that a large majority of residents 
are opposed to the proposal of Galliard Homes, GLRA Ltd and AFC Wimbledon.  



This concurs with the planning arguments we have consistently advanced and as a     
result we oppose the proposal of Galliard Homes GLRA Ltd and AFC Wimbledon 
and support the Greyhound proposal. We will be asking if our local councillors, 
and the conservative grouping as a whole, if they will change their stance and 
clearly support the viewpoint of the residents in their ward.  

The Outlook

Once Galliard Homes GLRA Ltd and AFC Wimbledon have made a planning         
application it will be considered by the Merton Council who will at the same time   
notify the Mayor, Boris Johnson. It is rather likely that he will call in the application 
and decide on it himself. He has already made encouraging noises in favour of the 
Greyhound proposal and this coupled with the planning difficulties of the other    
proposal, mean that there is everything to play for.   
We will continue with our endeavours to ensure that that any development of the 
Greyhound Stadium is appropriate in planning terms; beneficial for the area and 
will take into account the interests of local residents who will be most affected.  

+++++++++++++++ 
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An update from the Friends of Wimbledon Park 

A groundswell of support is building for change in our local park. The Friends of        
Wimbledon Park (FOWP) now has more than 130 individual members and covers 6,000 
households through the affiliation of the various local residents’ associations. People are 
finally waking up to the fact that we have a 60 ha Grade II* Heritage Park on our doorstep 
– one that must be carefully looked after for future generations. 
After winning a hard-fought campaign against Merton Borough Council’s car park exten-
sion last autumn, FOWP has been turning its attention to more long-term issues affecting 
the park. These include the deteriorating quality of the lake, the poor state of the athletics 
stadium and the urgent need to protect natural habitats, such as the areas of ancient 
woodland. There is also a growing awareness of the future impact of next year’s budget 
cuts, which will affect all of Merton’s green spaces. 
FOWP’s priority has been to create a Conservation Management Plan (CMP) covering 
three types of activities: sport, study and wellbeing. With these in mind it has produced a 
project plan, allowing specific projects to be developed within a coherent framework. The 
projects currently being worked on include: 
The lake
FOWP’s vision is for a healthy natural habitat, catering for walking, angling and            
watersports, with a footpath and boardwalk right round the lake perimeter. A 1998 report 
by consultant Glasspoole Thomson analysed water quality and silt levels, concluding 
that the lake was in a hypereutrophic state, with high levels of phosphorous and other 
nutrients. In autumn 2013, Merton Borough Council commissioned a further report to   
obtain a more up-to-date picture and see whether the silt depths had increased in the   
intervening period. This report has not yet published. FOWP believes it is vital to           
regenerate the lake – a huge and costly undertaking – but will only be able to move for-
ward on this with the agreement of the three owners (Merton Borough Council, the All 
England Lawn Tennis Club and the Wimbledon Club).  
The athletics stadium
The athletics stadium is in need of an upgrade. FOWP has been working closely with the 
Wimbledon Club and other users such as local schools and the Hercules Club to rethink 
the entire site, with a better clubhouse and facilities for field sports, as well as the     
creation of a hockey pitch in the centre of the running track. An architect has drawn up 
plans and a planning application is likely to be submitted soon. 
Revelstoke Road improvements
FOWP wants to see a much better entrance to the park at the Revelstoke Road gate,      
including a 20mph speed limit, pavement changes and redesigned pathways into the 
park. It has carried out a survey of residents living in the street, who were almost univer-
sally in favour of the scheme. Carrying out the changes will require approval and funding 
from Merton and Wandsworth Borough Councils. 

Trees 
Recent tree works in the golf course and the public park suggest that Tree Preservation 
Orders (TPOs) are needed for the whole 60 ha park. This will help place nature conserva-
tion and landscape more firmly on the agenda and will involve all three owners of the 
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park as well as officers in Merton and Wandsworth. 
We need you to get involved! 
Although the regeneration of Wimbledon Park may seem a daunting challenge, there is 
every reason to be ambitious. Other London parks have been successful in their bids for 
grants, such as Burgess Park in Southwark (c. £8m), Bishop’s Park in Hammersmith & 
Fulham (c. £8m) and Wandle Park in Croydon (c. £3.5m). 

FOWP needs as many people as possible to get involved. It welcomes new members, and 
wants to hear your views and ideas. You can find out more at 
www.friendsofwimbledonpark.org.uk. There is also a Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/FriendsofWimbledonPark and a Twitter feed at @fowpsw19 

Join in a free nature walk 
Come along to the park on Sunday 27 April for a free nature walk, led by local expert Dr 
David Dawson. The two-and-a-half-hour walk will give you an enjoyable and informative 
introduction to the park’s spring wildflowers and nesting birds. Meet at the Home Park 
Road entrance at 10am. Bring binoculars.  

+++++++++++++++ 

DO WE NEED FRONT GARDENS?

Do we value our gardens, or is the space at the front of the house just somewhere to 
store the rubbish / bicycle / motorcycle / car?  With a little planning and effort we 
could fulfil some of these requirements as well as having an attractive garden.  With a 
mix of hard and permeable surfaces one can provide planting areas alongside parking 
space, whilst a living roof could improve the appearance of a low shed for bins or     
cycles.  Think also in three dimensions and use porches or window sills for            
containers, and house walls for plant support. 
The Front Garden Awards were introduced in 1991 to raise awareness of the              
importance of gardens to the overall quality of the Wimbledon Park streetscape.  The 
front gardens range in size from tiny to quite large, but even the smallest has           
potential for planting, as is evident from some past winners. 
A new Award introduced last year for ‘Environmental Sustainability’ tries to address 
current issues such as water conservation, air quality, and the provision of wildlife 
habitats.  We can all help by keeping some permeable soil (to prevent rapid run-off of 
storm water), by growing plants attractive to wildlife (for nectar, food, shelter), plants 
tolerant to drought, or as ground cover.  The re-cycling of materials for landscaping 
or as plant containers are other examples of sustainable gardening.
If you are not sure how to get started, look around you to see what plants do well in 
other gardens nearby.  There is also a wealth of advice available in books and     
magazines, TV programmes, and at nurseries and garden centres, so enjoy               
experimenting.  You could find it rewarding to meet your neighbours and passers-by 
as you tend your ‘patch’, and we will all benefit from a greener neighbourhood.   
Jill Farmer
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MONDAY - FRIDAY 9.15 AM- 3.00 PM 

MORNING/AFTERNOON / ALL DAY SESSIONS 

WRAP-AROUND CARE 

PICK UPS TO & FROM WIMBLEDON PARK SCHOOL 

Also Breakfast Club for 3 - 11 year olds from 8.00am serving Little Learners and Wimbledon Park 
School children.  

Plus Summer Playscheme  

 High standard of quality pre school education by qualified staff 

 registered by Ofsted   

 Principals: Angela Taggart & Lorraine Greeley-Ward 

DURNSFORD PAVILION DURNSFORD RECREATION GROUND 

 WELLINGTON ROAD WIMBLEDON PARK SW19 TEL: 0774 9899976
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MONDAY - FRIDAY 9.00 AM-1.00 PM 

 High standard of quality preschool education with high ratio of qualified staff registered for 20 children in 
lovely small park surroundings 

 Good Ofsted    
 Principals: Angela Taggart & Lorraine Greeley-Ward 

Managed by Tracey Hayworth 
CORONATION GARDENS  95 PIRBRIGHT RD SOUTHFIELDS SW18 5NB 

TEL: 07749377253  www.littlelearnersinthepark.co.uk 
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Wimbledon Park Residents’ Association 
Front Garden Awards 

2014 

This is to announce our annual search for the most attractive Front Gardens in 
Wimbledon Park.  A team of local residents will be looking at all gardens visible 
from the street to nominate their favourites for an Award.  From these, a panel of 
judges will choose the best in the following categories:  

Best Summer Interest Garden 
Best All-year Interest Garden 

Best Environmentally Sustainable Garden 

Judging will take place on the following dates: 

Preliminary round:  19 – 25 June 

Final selections:  Sunday 29 June 

We will inform all those whose gardens are selected for the final judging, and re-
sults will be posted to them within a few days. 

Presentation of the awards will take place at the WPRA AGM in the Autumn. 

We are always looking for new people to get involved with the judging, so if you 
are interested and are willing to spare a few hours of your time, please get in 
touch. 

Contact Jill Farmer 
 Tel: 020 8947 6572; email: jill.y.farmer@gmail.com
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 � Specialists in the manufacture, fitting and 
finishing of premium quality, energy efficient, 
bespoke timber windows and doors. 

 � Like-for-like designs with ‘A’ rated double 
glazed thermal performance.

 � Successfully operating since 1998. 
 � Contact us for a free, no obligation quotation.

020 8879 3443
www.spstimberwindows.co.uk
61 Revelstoke Road, Wimbledon Park, SW18 5NL
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Why should I support the Residents’ Association? 
There has been some sort of  Residents’ Association in Wimbledon Park since 
1906. It provides a forum for discussing important local issues and a platform for 
action. Since its inception, the Residents’ Association has helped hundreds, 
probably thousands of local residents, irrespective of religion, race or creed who 
have turned to the committee for guidance and support. 

We regularly check local planning applications and have been very successful in 
opposing unsuitable developments.  We promote planting and improvements in 
local parks and green areas.  We work with the local police to help you to fight 
crime in your street and keep you informed by publishing the crime statistics in 
our newsletter. 

We have led the initiative to redevelop Wimbledon Park Hall – so that once again 
we can have our own community centre. We have put on fairs and shows and 
supported numerous local campaigns, individuals and families faced with trag-
edy. The Residents’ Association has given the Wimbledon Park Community a 
solid and respected voice when dealing with Merton Council.  An individual can 
achieve only so much, but as a team we can and do achieve so much more. 

This area is growing and improving all the time. Your Residents’ Association is 
more active than ever and we are happy to put in time and effort on your behalf. 
But we cannot function without funds.  We did extremely well financially from the 
three Edwardian Fairs we ran in past years but that money has been put aside for 
the running of the new Hall.  

We need you to support your local Residents’ Association ideally for 3 years, 
which is only £12. Twelve pounds for a 3 year period will help us pay for printing 
and stationary to publish this newsletter, computer and IT software to run the 
website, materials and equipment to organise events and keep the flowerboxes 
blooming in Arthur Road. 

Please take a moment to fill in the very brief form on the opposite page. 
We regret that unless an email address is supplied, we are unable to acknowledge 
receipt. 

If you are already a member but are not sure of your current status, email to 
wpsecretary@blueyonder.co.uk and we will check for you. 

 Thanks in advance for your support.   It is hugely appreciated. 

 DeNica Fairman, Membership Secretary 
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To Join the Wimbledon Park Residents’ Association 

Please complete this form and return it to us with your payment: 
Name   ___________________________________________________

Address  _________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

____________________Post Code____________________________ 

Email***__________________________________________________ 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES  
1 Year....................................£5.00 

3 Years...............................….£12.00 
Donation.............................…...£______ 

Payment Options: 
By cheque - please make cheques payable to:  
Wimbledon Park Residents’ Association

Post to: WPRA, 3 Strathmore Rd, SW19 8DB 
  

By Cash 
You are welcome to drop your subscription through the door of the            
Membership  Secretary, DeNica Fairman at 3 Strathmore Rd, or of our      
Chairman, Iain Simpson at 56 Home Park Rd.  

Email*** If you would like to be included on an e-mail list for crime alerts, 
WPRA updates and information on other important local issues,  
Please tick here              

                                                                                                 Please date……/……/……... 
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Traffic and Pedestrians on Leopold Road  

Our family lives on Dora Road. Since moving here we have realised, through con-
versations with neighbours and local friends, that Leopold Road has always been a 
dangerous road for pedestrians and traffic and it shows no signs of improving.  
The speed of traffic makes it extremely difficult for cars, motorcycles and bicycles 
to join Leopold Road safely from the side roads. In some cases it is necessary to 
pull right out into Leopold Road before any approaching traffic can be seen, allow-
ing very little reaction time for either party. There is an existing speed hump near 
Dora Road but it is not high enough to make an impact on the traffic speed. It is 
very difficult to cross the road safely on foot at any point other than at the single 
pedestrian crossing towards the top of Leopold Road near Ricards Lodge School.  
We contacted Merton Council and spoke to the Traffic and Highways Section. We 
were advised that in order for the Council to investigate the feasibility of adding a 
pedestrian crossing we should collect signatures from other local residents who 
shared our views. 
For this reason we decided to take the initiative to raise awareness about the 
speed of traffic on Leopold Road and the dangers in crossing the road there. We 
posted forms through approximately 400 local houses with a request to sign a peti-
tion form highlighting the need for a pedestrian crossing. We were fortunate 
enough to have the support of many local businesses on Leopold Road: Robert & 
Edwards Butcher, Brian Kirkby Florist, Freshway Food Store, Halliday’s Home and 
Hardware, Aromatica Delicatessen and others. 
The shopkeepers are happy to collect your signatures, so if you would like to sup-
port this petition to add a pedestrian crossing on Leopold Road and slow the traf-
fic down generally, perhaps with the addition of some new speed humps, please 
sign the petition and hand it in to the aforementioned Leopold Road traders. If you 
have read this article but do not have a petition form to sign please visit the shops 
on Leopold Road, who will provide you with a blank copy. You can also download a 
copy from: http://tiny.cc/8pqjdx
More supporters for this safety petition make it more likely that Merton Council will 
act.  Please support us.   The Franzini Family 

Potential crossing 
Speed humps 
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�

Abdul Khalif FMAAT, AFA, Managing Director 
59 Ashen Grove, Wimbledon Park, London SW19 8BL 

Tel: 020 8947 9931 – Fax: 020 8879 3412 – Mob: 07989770847 
Email: abk.accountancy@btinternet.com 

website – www.abk-accountancy.com 

ABK 
                       A.B.K. ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 
  For All Your Accountancy and Taxation and Business needs 

• Accounts 
• Taxation 
• Self-employed 
• VAT Returns 
• Lettings Accounts 
• Wages -PAYE 
• Partnership  Accounts 
• Tax advice 

• Book Keeping Services 
• Management Accounts 
• Se l f - As s essm ent  Ta x              

  Returns 
• Limited Company Accounts 
• Company Formation 
• Sub-contractors C.I.S. 
    Tax Refunds 
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Redevelopment of the Greyhound Stadium  
to a 20,000 seat Football Stadium? 

A Response 
The article in the Christmas 2013 Newsletter is considered by some to be biased against 
the return of AFC Wimbledon to the Borough, to a site close to the  original Football 
Ground at Plough Lane.  This response is meant to answer some of the problems raised 
in the article.  Initially, the first paragraph shows the proposals from both sides:- 

AFC Wimbledon                     Greyhound Stadium
11,000 capacity stadium with the         4,500 capacity stadium with 120 
potential to extend to 20,000                 parking spaces for trainers 
Coach Parking                    Squash and Fitness Centre 
600 residential units with                    450 space multi-story car park 
basement parking                    400 residential units 
Squash and Fitness Centre                   3,500sqm retail store plus 336 
1,000sqm retail unit                    car parking spaces 

Stadium – ‘A 20,000 seat stadium.’ AFC Wimbledon’s proposal is for an 11,000 seat     
stadium initially, with the possibility of extending to 20,000.  Without success in the 
League Wimbledon may not reach the need for a 20,000 seat stadium. 
Flooding – ‘The area is at high risk of flooding.’  Whilst I understand that the area did 
flood during the recent flooding problems, was it a greater problem than that suffered 
by Surrey or the Somerset Levels?  With the Wandle so close I am sure the excess water 
could be pumped into this river.  It is accepted that the Greyhound Stadium proposal 
deals with flooding better. 
Transport. ‘The site is universally acknowledged to have poor access by public trans-
port’.  In fact there are two rail stations, Earlsfield with trains every 3-4 minutes and  
Haydons Road, the closest, but with infrequent trains.  In addition there are two          
Underground stations on two lines and four bus routes (156, 77, 44 and 220).  This could 
hardly be described as ‘poor access’ when compared with some.  When talking           
approximate distances Haydons Road is 0.6m, Wimbledon Park 1.1m, Earlsfield 0.9m 
and Tooting Broadway 0.8m. 
Wimbledon Town Centre – The assertion that Wimbledon Town Centre would be 
'blighted' if the Football proposal was given the go ahead is unfounded.  What 
is possible is that there may be a lot more people passing through Wimbledon Station 
on match days. 
Crime – The assertion in the recent UKIP leaflet that at the 2013 WPRA Annual General 
Meeting the Metropolitan Police suggested that ‘crime would rise’ does not appear in 
the Minutes for this meeting. 
The report of the Independent Planning Inspector will be completed in April and will 
then go the Mayor for final approval.  You may wish to make your views known to the 
Mayor (Boris Johnson) on either proposal prior to him making his final decision.  You 
can, of course, send your views to me.   
Ivan Scott, ivan104@btinternet.com 



07585 330917  
darren@deacondecorators.co.uk 

www.deacondecorators.co.uk

We are a local, family-run business for SW London

Mansions to Victorian treasures

Clear quotes upfront - no hidden extras

Careful protection of your furnishings 

Fully insured work

Professional fi nish using quality paints of your choice

Tidy workmen who respect your privacy and space 
No loud blaring radios

Jobs that are done on time, with a smile

A brighter and fresher home that you will be proud 
to show your friends and family
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A game of fantasy football is about to turn into a nightmare for local residents 
(letter from a Resident) 

Since joining the Wimbledon Park Residents Association (WPRA) my eyes have been 
opened to the fact that local residents in Haydons Road, Kohat Road, Regent Place, 
Durnsford Road, Cromwell Road and Plough Lane have been deliberately kept in the 
dark about plans to build a 20,000 seat stadium on their doorstep. In fact so has the 
rest of Wimbledon Park Ward. 
More worryingly, there has not been the level of consultation and engagement that 
you would have expected to take place with those who stand to be most affected by 
such a development. 
A couple of months ago, I helped some other members of the WPRA conduct a survey 
in our area.  It was clear that no resident in the area surveyed had any knowledge of 
any consultation by Merton Council about the proposals for the Greyhound Stadium.  
Whilst acknowledging that AFC supporters will be keen to have their own football sta-
dium, the feasibility of such a development on the current greyhound site and the im-
pact it would have on the lives of those living in its vicinity is being pushed to one 
side. 
This hardening of attitude stems partly as a result of property developer Galliard 
Homes supporting the AFC Wimbledon bid.  
Their proposal, if delivered, would be a nightmare for everyone living in the vicinity. 
The loudest voices in the war of words, that’s currently being fought in the media, in 
the corridors of Merton Council and at City Hall are largely those who live nowhere 
near the stadium and could care less about the impact on local residents. 
Many residents aren’t aware of the proposals or the gravity of the situation.  The 
Leaders of Merton Council and our elected Local Councillors led by Oonagh Moulton 
are locked in a perverse game of fantasy football where the prize is building a spank-
ing new football stadium on Plough Lane in the vain hope that this will curry favour 
with the electorate in the run up to the local elections this year. 
Our Councillors claim to be neutral on the question of what sport should occupy the 
site. But at every twist and turn they have indulged in obfuscation over their own in-
tentions. It’s now high time the voices of local residents and their strength of feeling 
are communicated to the landowners of Plough Lane stadium, Merton Council and the 
local Councillors. 
Under the Freedom of Information Act some determined local residents managed to 
extract, from Merton Council, a study they commissioned in 1996. The study          
concluded that a 20,000 seater stadium was not feasible for a variety of reasons       
including the fact that it was on a floodplain and had a poor transport rating. But in a 
game of fantasy football, these are minor inconveniences to those who want football 
to return to Plough Lane. 
This is no time to be apathetic. The threat is real. Don’t take my word for it. Talk to 
those residents who lived through the years when Wimbledon FC was at Plough Lane 
and what impact that had on their quality of life. 
If you want to make views heard contact me at ardi@kolah.com and 0208 542 8786. 
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The Prospect of a 20,000 Seater Football Stadium at Plough Lane 
(a Letter from a Resident) 

As a resident of Kohat Road for the past 37 years, I clearly recall the days when 
Wimbledon FC played at Plough Lane many years ago. 

Hordes of Wimbledon FC and Away fans poured out of Haydons Road Station, 
making their way down side streets to reach the ground. On their way there,       
several fans were observed pouring beer over cars whilst singing loudly and       
urinating in alley ways, sometimes even at the side of the road in full view of    
passers by.  

I always kept my children indoors on match days. Some local shop owners simply 
closed and shuttered their shops for fear of theft and vandalism.  

Wimbledon and Wimbledon Park Stations were also popular stations with fans. 
Residents in roads down towards the stadium like Alexandra, Strathearn Road and 
Queens Road received a similar treatment. Some had their front garden gates 
ripped off. Match days were feared, particularly as certain away teams were known 
for their hooliganism. 

Police were present mainly near the ground itself, so side streets and streets fur-
ther away were usually left unprotected. ALL ROADS to and from public transport 
stations were affected. Traffic was terrible and cars were ‘double parked' in       
residential roads. When local residents called the police because they couldn't get 
their own cars out, they were told that no officers were available as they all were at 
the ground. 

Although by now most of the area is covered by CPZ, most of these zones will 
have to have 7 day parking till late, which will mean that ‘every resident’ will have 
to pay extra  if they expect visitors at times which have up until now been free. 

Just in case some of you think this will ONLY be the case once or twice a week  
BEWARE:  Wimbledon FC have already announced that, if they are allowed to build 
their 20,000 seater stadium they will share with ANOTHER CLUB, which means 
Double Trouble! There is also the possibility of staging pop concerts as they will 
have to  make a 20,000 seater stadium pay. Leaving it empty is not an option! 

Sadly, our Tory Councillors seem to be supporting the football proposal.  I am    
disheartened by Cllr. Oonagh Moulton’s reported statement: “As councillors for 
Wimbledon Park Ward my colleagues and I are delighted to hear that AFC         
Wimbledon are seeking to return to the Borough and to Plough Lane, which is 
within our ward and the spiritual home of football in Merton”.  

Strangely enough  nothing is said about the loss of the only Greyhound Stadium 
left in London which has existed long before Wimbledon FC, so this ‘spiritual' 
home nonsense really doesn't  make sense. I am also surprised that our Council-
lors don't realise that 600 homes and a 20,000 seater stadium don't belong on a 
floodplain!
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Do you want to play Bridge? 
Have you ever considered playing bridge? It's not an easy game and it takes quite a 
time to learn, but it is a fascinating combination of technique, experience, judgment 
and mental skills of memory and deduction. One of the best-attended clubs in the 
country is on your doorstep in Worple Road - the Wimbledon Bridge Club - and they 
have a well-trodden route for new players, with open days and classes for beginners 
and returners. In fact there’s an Open Day coming soon : Sunday 13th April - 2pm till 
5pm, just drop-in. And they will find you a partner if you need one, because bridge is 
a partnership game, which adds to the interest - you have to be able to understand 
what your partner is up to, and vice-versa.  

Bridge comes with a health warning: you might become hooked and end up spending 
sunny summer days poring over the cards when you could be out jogging on the 
Common or walking the dog. But it provides a fairly tough mental workout that keeps 
your synapses synapsing, or whatever it is they do. In the internet age you can play 
bridge online and if you want to see a game in progress, you can watch games from 
all over the world on 'Bridge Base' (you'll need to register but it’s free). Watching oth-
ers play can be a bit dry, but you will get an idea of what happens. Playing online is a 
bit nerdy, though, because Bridge is also a social game – you will meet lots of like-
minded individuals engaged in friendly competition.  

If you are going to the Wimbledon Fair in June, you'll find us there sheltering from the 
rain in one of the marquees, so why not drop by and have a chat? Or contact the club 
(details at http://www.wimbledonbridgeclub.co.uk/) and speak to the manager, Louisa, 
who can give you more information.  

Phab disco—what is it?? 
Opening Days:  Friday, School holidays, School term time  
Opening Times:  Every fortnight from 7pm to 9pm from 14 March 2014. The club will run  
through the holidays (except for the Summer of 2014) 
Notes:  Phab operates a members only club, so parents will need to make contact before  
they come along. Young people can have a trial before they make a decision to become  
members. (Membership is just £12.50 per year) 
Description:  A disco club in Wimbledon for children living in Merton - with or without   
disabilities. Phab's aim is to promote and encourage people of all abilities to come         
together on equal terms, to achieve complete inclusion within the wider community. 
Location:  Wimbledon Park Primary School, Havana Road, Wimbledon Park, SW19 
8EJ 
For more information contact: Hanna    on 07852 512085 
Email Address:  wpdisco.phab@gmail.com  
Web Address:  http://phab.org.uk/  

Minimum Age:  9 years   —  Maximum Age:  18 years  
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Happy Easter from your 
local, established 
Independent estate agent 

0.5% sales commission fee 

As the current demand is so high within the local area we are able to significantly 
reduce our sales commission fee meaning you literally save thousands. You will still 
receive the same great level of service but at 50% of the usual cost.  
We pride ourselves on offering a transparent, honest service and the very best in 
customer care, this is why our business continues to go from strength to strength and 
we are seeing record numbers of sales. 

� Comprehensive Internet advertising on the following major property 
portals: 

 
� Professional photographs, floor plans and glossy presentation brochures. 

� Open house, launch day promotion for your property to guarantee the 
best possible interest and results leading up to final offers. 

� An established estate agency with over twenty years experience and local 
knowledge. 

�   0.5% commission fee and a free EPC, meaning you save thousands.  

� Members of The Property Ombudsman. 

� NO SALE, NO FEE and no hidden contract surprises or long tie in period.  

� Located prominently opposite Wimbledon Park station. 
 
 

 

Call us today to arrange your free sales or rental valuation: 
020 8944 9898 

www.burlingtonresidential.co.uk 
email:   info@burlingtonresidential.co.uk 
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HM ELECTRICAL 
Local Electrician - all domestic electrical work 
undertaken from additional sockets/lights to 

full rewires.  
Please call or email for quote 

Tel 07866 433378 
Email hector@hmelectrical.org.uk

51 Ashen Grove, Wimbledon Park, SW19 8BL 



IMI Property Solutions
Publishers of SW 19 Property N ew s 

An Independent Property Agent  
based in Wimbledon Park 

Save money on your property 
transactions 

     Sales      0.5% (NO VAT)   
     Lettings   5%                       

  
Contact: Iain Simpson 

Tel: 020 8947 8692  Mob: 07836 361 782

Email: ics@imipropertysolutions.com 
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The best time for pruning trees and shrubs is between November and March. 
The best time for lawns and turfing is between October and April. 

For the full use of your garden next summer, don’t leave it too late.  
Phone now for a quick estimate. 

Work carried out quickly and efficiently, with references always available. 
To speak to Mr Raynsford you can personally contact him on 

020 8879 1668      or     07956 513 742. 

Advertising in this magazine. 
Contact Kathy Blackburn  

020 8946 3957 

French & Spanish à la Carte 
97 Revelstoke Road, Wimbledon Park, London, SW19 5NL 

TEL 020 8946 4777 
Website    www.frenchandspanishalacarte.co.uk   
EMAIL frenchandspanish.alacarte@talk21.com 

 Classes -  Private Tuition  - Translation
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Wimbledon Park Safer Neighbourhood Team

The Wimbledon Park Safer Neighbourhoods Team is your dedicated police team. 
We focus on local issues in partnership with other agencies to deal with our     
priorities. The team currently has priorities of burglary, vehicle crime and anti-
social behaviour (ASB). These are set after consultation with the Wimbledon Park 
ward panel. We meet four times each year and discuss crime and other local mat-
ters. 
Contacting police - new non-emergency number 101
It has never been easier to report a crime or make the police aware of any suspi-
cious activity in your local neighbourhood. As well as the “999” number, which 
should always be used if you require an immediate police response, you can    
contact us on “101”. Generally speaking, if it’s happening now telephone “999” 
and if it’s happened and there is no need for an immediate police response then 
use the “101” number. Whichever number you use your call will be prioritised and 
you will be given some indication as to how and when the police will respond.    
Alternatively, you can contact the Wimbledon Park Safer Neighbourhood Team on 
0208 721 2452 or email us at wimbledonpark.snt@met.police.uk . Please note that 
your SNT is not available 24 hours a day 7 days a week. You can contact Wimble-
don Police Station directly on 0208 947 1212. In the case of an emergency always 
call 999. 
Ward drop-in surgeries
The team is still required to make dates and times available for residents to come 
and see us. These are called ward surgeries. The dates and times are advertised 
on the team webpage which can be accessed via the Metropolitan Police official 
website then following the links to the neighbourhood teams. Select Merton, then 
Wimbledon Park. Of course we are always contactable when we are on duty and 
find that most people will either phone or e-mail us if they need advice or       
assistance. 
Alleygate Schemes
Burglars and shed thieves will often look to gain entry to a property or garden at 
the rear where they will feel they are less likely to be seen by neighbours or    
passers-by. Alleys provide excellent cover and easy access to and from the rear 
of a property. Closing off these alleys reduces the risk of burglary. An “Alleygate 
Scheme” may provide protection from unwanted visitors by gating off the alley 
access points. Access to the alleys can only be gained by keys issued to all those 
within the particular scheme. The London Borough of Merton may provide up to 
50% of the cost of installation with the balance being funded by those residents 
within the scheme. The more residents opting in means the cost will be reduced. 
The support of most, if not all of the residents is required before any work can  
begin. If you are interested please contact the Wimbledon Park SNT on 0208 721 
2452 or wimbledonpark.snt@met.police.uk. One of the team will meet with you 
and consider if you would benefit from the scheme. 



Kumon’s maths and English study 
programmes work to improve your 
child’s skills, develop their confidence 
and inspire a passion for learning.

kumon.co.uk

Improve 
your child’s 
study skills

Contact your local Instructor for a free assessment.

Wimbledon Study Centre 
Carmen Garcia 020 8945 3495

Classes held at The Mansel Road Centre, Mansel Road,  
Wimbledon, SW19 4AA

Classes on Monday and Wednesday 3.30pm - 5.30pm

39 



40 

W.P.R.A. Committee 2013/2014 

Ken Ball  20 Stroud Road SW19 8DH 

Kathy Blackburn  - Advertising  51 Ryfold Road  SW19 8DF 

Spike Clarke 30 Home Park Road SW19 

Andrew  Dalton  92 Dora Road SW19 7HJ 

Beate Eberhardt                              17 Crescent Gardens SW19 8AJ 

DeNica Fairman  Membership Secretary 3 Strathmore Road SW 19 8DB 

Nigel Israel 14 Ryfold Road SW19 8BZ 

Paresh Modasia 124 Arthur Road SW19 8AA 

Michael Moore  Horticulture 344 Durnsford Road SW19 8DX 

Elaine Sandon 90 Ashen Grove SW19 8BN 

Ivan Scott  -   Vice Chairman 

Minute Secretary and Treasurer 

22 Haslemere Avenue SW18 4RP 

Iain Simpson - Chairman & Newsletter 

Editor 

56 Home Park Road SW19 7HN 

Peter West 33 Cromwell Road SW19 

Cllr Janice Howard, ex officio 

Cllr Oonagh Moulton, ex officio 21 Melrose Avenue SW19 8BU 

Cllr Linda Taylor ex officio 
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Established in Southfields since 2002, 
I offer a complete painting, decorating  

and handyman service to local  
residents at reasonable prices. 
 Excellent references available.  

To discuss your requirements 
 and to arrange a free quotation 

 without obligation,  
please call Nigel Plumbe: 

�
�	���	����	����				

��		�����	������	

60 Engadine Street, Southfields SW18 

OAKLEY  
LOCKSMITHS Ltd. 

   LOCKSMITHS 
    KEYS & CUTTING 
    ALL MAKES OF  
       LOCKS SUPPLIED AND FITTED 
    

® AGENTS 

Tel   020 8871 1238 
Fax  020 8875 1416 

81 Replingham Road  
London SW18 5LU 

Email Oakleylocksmithsltd 
@hotmail.co.uk 

Local business advice in 
tune with your needs.

Whether you are starting out in 
business, looking to finance your 
next stage of growth or planning for 
succession, Haines Watts accountants 
and business advisers will proactively 
support you every step of the way. 

Call 0208 944 1180 to 
arrange a no obligation meeting 
today or visit www.hwca.com

Park House, 158 –16 Arthur Road,
Wimbledon, London, SW19 8AQ 
wimbledon@hwca.com
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Serving Wimbledon Park for the past forty years   

•   Car Repairs & Servicing 

• M.O.T. Preparations 

• Complete Engine Overhaul

• Vehicle Collection & Delivery Available 

YOUR LOCAL 

GARAGE  

������
		
�����������	���	

176 Arthur Road 
Wimbledon Park SW19 8AQ 

020 8947 1808      020 8947 3352 

5%
Discount 

when you 

mention this ad
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Welcome to the London Computer Doctor 
London Computer Doctor is a centrally located company of mobile engineers 

serving home users and small businesses in central, south and southwest London. 
Our engineers are fully qualified and have extensive experience of the  

challenges that face home and small business users in the operation and 
maintenance of their IT equipment. 

Services provided

• Virus and spyware removal 
• General fault diagnosis and  
    repair 
• Hardware replacement 
• Wired and wireless networks  
    set up and maintained 

• Software problems resolved 
• New systems built to order 
• Data recovery 
• Complete software overhaul 
• Annual servicing 

Our home visit service has proved to be one of the most successful and 
competitive IT services in the region, with hundreds of customers scheduling 
an annual service to keep their systems in peak condition and many taking 
advantage of our referral discount scheme (details below). 

Referral discount scheme
Once you are on our database, should you recommend us to a friend, col-
league, neighbour, we will credit your database entry with the sum of £15.00 
against the next work you have carried out with us.  (Some customers have    
already used this scheme to fully pay for their annual service!) 

www.londoncomputerdoctor.com 

SIMPLY CALL 020 7652 4296 
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