
                               Heritage and the AFC/Galliard Homes Planning Application 

Although there is, at present, only one planning application, that is the AFC/Galliard Homes proposal 

to construct a 20,000-seat football stadium and 602 residential units at Plough 

Lane, another proposal to build a state-of-the-art greyhound stadium has been presented but not so 

far submitted as a planning application. As result, if the football stadium planning application is 

approved, it will prevent any construction of a new greyhound stadium on the site. In this note we 

want to explore which of the two developments are best justified on the grounds of heritage. 

 

A narrative motivating significant support for the AFC/Galliard Homes proposal is the feeling that 

AFCW have a historic right to ‘come back’ to  Merton, and in particular to a stadium in Plough Lane. 

In this section, we consider the extent to which this narrative is consistent with the past history of 

the Plough Lane stadium and the history of the AFC Wimbledon football club. A discussion of both of 

these aspects was given in the RPS comparative report (click here for the link; RPS Reports).  

 

The History of the Wimbledon Greyhound Stadium in Plough Lane 

The Wimbledon stadium was one of the more substantial of the first flush of greyhound stadia built.  

The first race was held there on 19 May 1928, and the stadium became one of the major tracks of 

Britain after the Second World War. The Wimbledon stadium is now generally regarded as the 

premier greyhound racing stadium in England. It currently hosts world-class races including the 

William Hill English Greyhound derby with prize money of £250,000 in 2015, as well as the Puppy 

Derby, the St Leger and The Oaks.  

The Greyhound Racing Authority was bought by Risk Capital in 2005, who have allowed the 

infrastructure of the Wimbledon Greyhound Stadium to fall into disrepair. Despite a lack of 

investment, the Wimbledon Greyhound Stadium remains profitable, regularly attracting 1,500 

spectators to meets. On-site parking and use of local transport mean that residents are little 

inconvenienced by greyhound activities, which generate little noise and minimal nuisance. There is 

every reason to believe that the construction of a state of the art Greyhound stadium for a 

maximum of 3,000 spectators, as proposed by Paschal Taggart of Hume Consulting, would 

reinvigorate Greyhound racing as has happened in Ireland.  

 

 

The History of Football at  Plough Lane 

 

This history of  football at Plough Lane is clearly set out in the RPS report (click here for the link; RPS 

Reports)  on which we draw our information and we ask the reader to study this account . We now 

summarise some of the main points. 

 

Wimbledon Old Central FC was formed in 1889, playing on Wimbledon Common until 1912, by 

which time it had changed its name to Wimbledon FC. In 1912 the club relocated to a permanent 

base further west, on the corner of Plough Lane and Durnsford Road. After winning the FA Cup in 

1988, Wimbledon FC planned to expand its stadium, but nothing came of this scheme and in 1991 

the club moved to Selhurst Park in Croydon where it ground-shared with Crystal Palace. In 1990 the 

majority shareholder Sam Hammam brought out from Merton Council the sporting covenant that 

the football ground was subject to. In 1994 the club sold the ground to Sam Hammam for £3million. 



Sam Hammam’s company subsequently sold the ground to Safeway Stores for an alleged £8.5 

million. 

 

In 2000, Wimbledon was relegated from the Premier League and in August 2001, the club 

announced its intention to relocate to Milton Keynes. Wimbledon FC played its first match in 2003 as 

the Milton Keynes Dons, a club which continues to exist and retains the name Dons. As a result of 

the relocation, a group of supporters founded a new club which they named AFC Wimbledon.  

 

AFC Wimbledon, the new club, has existed since 2002 but has never actually played from a base in 

Merton. The club plays at a modern and well-equipped 5,000-capacity ground at Kingsmeadow, in 

Kingston upon Thames, built as recently as 1989, and which AFC Wimbledon have owned since 2003, 

sharing with semi-professionals Kingstonian FC.   

 

Conclusion 

The Wimbledon greyhound stadium has had a long history of racing in Wimbledon,  which  along 

with lawn tennis is a key element of Wimbledon’s renowned sporting heritage at local, regional, 

national and international levels.  

In terms of cultural heritage, the extinction of Greyhound racing in Wimbledon would be a severe 

loss, both to Wimbledon and Greater London. A great part of the capital’s social-history and sporting 

heritage would  be forever.  

Conversely, AFC Wimbledon has never played in Merton and therefore has no overriding ‘moral 

right’ to the greyhound stadium site. It was a different club (Wimbledon FC) which played on a 

separate site west of the current greyhound stadium, where a housing development now stands. 

Also, an examination of the AFC/ Galliard Homes planning application (Travel Assessment, Appendix 

J) suggests that only a minority of AFC supporters actually live in the borough of Merton with over 

80% of supporters travelling into the proposed Plough Lane stadium by train or car from outside.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


