
Wimbledon Park Residents’ Association 
The Greyhound Stadium revised Planning Application 

After the original application was rejected by statutory bodies including TfL, the Environment 
Agency, Sports England and Wandsworth Borough Council, new documents have been 
submitted to Merton Council on behalf of Galliard Homes/AFC Wimbledon. We have examined 
the revised application and found nothing has been changed that alters WPRA’S initial 
objection. We make the following points: 

TRANSPORT 

IT WILL BRING CHAOS TO THE LOCAL ROADS 
TfL, LB Merton and Wandsworth officials all agree that the site lies in an area where traffic flow 
exceeds capacity, that the proposed scheme has a negative impact on local highways, 
and that there is no obvious solution or deliverable improvements that will be made to 
mitigate impact. TfL states that for an 11k capacity stadium, road closures WILL be 
necessary and access to local stations will have to be controlled to cope with crowds 
during post-match periods. 

IT WILL COST THE RESIDENTS 
Residents are likely to be forced to PAY for more parking permits as local Controlled 
Parking Zones will need to be extended to deter football supporters from driving to the stadium, 
where parking is either severely restricted or non-existent. 

IT IGNORES THE BIGGER PICTURE 
The impact of the 10-year Crossrail 2 construction period (with a construction base in Gap 
Road, and the building of a massive permanent ventilation shaft in Waterside Way) is totally 
ignored in the applicants’ calculations, despite the enormous disruption it will cause in the 
vicinity of the site. 

FLOODING 

The development creates infrastructure problems without providing significant wider 
sustainable benefit such as employment, improved social cohesion or improved health and 
well-being through participation in sporting activity, to justify building on a functional floodplain 
(the so called ‘exceptional test’). 

 
AFC own a stadium close to the LB Merton boundary, large enough for all but the rarest of 
fixtures (average home game attendance this season: 3,500) and accessible to its supporters, 
the majority of whom live outside Merton. It is therefore unnecessary to build on a functional 
floodplain. 

 
The proposal will replace a smallish-ish stadium which currently accommodates flood water, 
with a large concrete stadium, associated buildings, and 3 residential blocks with underground 
carparks. When the River Wandle next bursts its banks (as happened in 1958, 1968 and 2007) 
it’s difficult to believe that the proposed development will increase flood water storage 
on the site. 

 
Wimbledon Park Residents Association has examined the revised application and found 

nothing has been changed that alters WPRA’S initial objection. 
DO YOU FEEL THE SAME WAY? 

 
Email your own response to the consultation: Application no: 14/P4361 including 
your name and address (deadline for submissions: 8th October): 
planningrepresentations@merton.gov.uk 

 



Meetings – for all residents  

To discuss:  

1. The revised planning application for the Greyhound Stadium 
2. The need for a new secondary school in the North Part of 

the Borough (Merton)  
Date: Thursday  8th October 2015 –  

Venue: Apostolic Church Hall, corner of Kohat Road.  

and the WPRA AGM on the 13th October  

Wimbledon Park Hall, 170 Arthur Road 

Time: 8.00pm 

Are you aware that a population bulge means that Merton will need the 
equivalent of THREE NEW SECONDARY SCHOOLS by 2020?(1) 
 
The council has apparently identified an undisclosed location for ONE new co-ed 
school in the west of the borough, where it has decided that need is greatest, although 
it says a decision has not yet been finalised. 
 
As competition for school places increases over the coming years, parents in the 
Wimbledon Park/Trinity/Village/Abbey area may feel that this part of the borough has 
an equally great need. Ricards Lodge and Rutlish schools have both stated publicly 
that they will not expand their pupil intakes. So where will local children go to 
school? 
 
You might think it makes sense to consider part of the stadium site in Plough Lane for a 
new school given that secondary provision in this area is extremely thin, that it is a 
large site and that it has been earmarked for redevelopment. 
 
But no, it appears that the council has already predetermined the decision in 
favour of football: one reason given by councillors recently for passing over the 
stadium site was that building a school there "would stop AFC Wimbledon 
coming back to Wimbledon". 
 
Merton Borough councillors have apparently decided to 'save' the site for AFC 
Wimbledon, even before the club has been given planning permission to build 
there (see overleaf)! 
 
We believe it’s time to make residents’ opinions on secondary school provision 
known before it's too late. Attend one of the meetings listed above to discuss the 
issue of a secondary school at this end of the borough, and have your voice 
heard. 
 
(1) Dept of Education secondary school pupil forecasts 2020/21 


