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A planning application, made earlier in the year, for a concrete batching plant in 
Waterside Way, (just off Plough Lane) has been causing a lot of concern, particu-
larly to residents in the immediate area. This affects all roads abutting Waterside 
Way, which include Havelock, Kohat, Kingsley, Garfield Road and Garfield Primary 
School. The plant is also on the edge of the Wandle Meadow Nature Park, a       
particularly sensitive area which is also part of the Wandle Valley Regional Park. It 
is also beside a very large allotment area. 

The construction of a concrete batching plant will generate noise and pollution 
that will adversely affect the Wandle Valley Regional Park, situated on its bound-
ary, the nearby allotments, a school and residential housing.  While the proposed 
use is allowed by the B2 industrial designation of the site itself, it is not consistent 
with the planning guidelines that protect the Wandle Valley Regional Park. 

A decision on this application has been delayed several times due to the huge 
level of objections received by the Council. 
A major objection raised in the early stages was the lack of proper consultation of 
immediate neighbours in the area affected. This has now become the subject of an 
official complaint to the Local Government Ombudsman. 

While overall pollution in London is of great general concern, pollution in the area 
of Plough Lane is a major concern to local residents due to the very heavy traffic 
volumes of cars and particularly HGVs. HGV movements currently in Waterside 
Way and Plough Lane are huge.  Although the application mentions a reduction to 
86 movements a day it is clearly far in excess of what is desirable given the sur-
roundings already mentioned . 

It is clear that the Council must take into account air quality when considering a 
planning application. It is also clear that the Council has an obligation to monitor 
pollution in this area and take steps to protect the local residents and particularly 
schoolchildren from the dangers of heavy pollution. This is especially important 
considering the additional number of new homes - about 700 - that are scheduled 
to be built in the immediate area as a result of the AFC Wimbledon project and the 
development of the adjoining Volante site. 

We, together with many residents, have been so concerned that we chose to       
appeal to the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, The Rt 
Hon Sajid Javid, to call the application in. You will find the full text of our letter on 
page 33.  

Iain Simpson  
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Chairman’s Report 
 
Local building developments 

The focus of this report is two important subjects which are occupying a great 
deal of local residents’ and committee members’ time, building development and 
pollution. The images on the front cover reflect this and give some idea of the    
different approaches to redevelopment with which the residents across the Ward 
are having to contend.  We will leave you to be the judges as to what is appropri-
ate and desirable. 

As you know from previous reports there are several substantial developments 
taking place in the Ward which are at different points of progress. Perhaps the 
most  recent - the redevelopment of the ’Woodman’ site - is one that has caught 
our attention. Initially we were all rather surprised and indeed shocked by the    
girdling of most of the trees on the site and the rather surreptitious way it was   
carried out. Nobody enjoys seeing trees destroyed. However it has become clear 
from our discussions with the developers that the affected trees for the most part 
had limited life spans and several key specimens were left alone. Also replanting 
of mature trees is part of the redevelopment plans. 

On pages 18 and 20 you will find illustrations of the latest proposals for the devel-
opment between Durnsford Road and The Crescent around the Woodman pub.  
This has been provided by Goldcrest at our request  because of the local  interest 
shown by immediate neighbours and others given the possibility of a new 
‘Woodman’ emerging which would be a much welcomed replacement ‘Local’.   
Goldcrest have advised us that finding an operator for the new Woodman is a pri-
ority. 

I understand that the public consultation was well attended and general feedback 
was positive about what was proposed. Certainly the style of building envisaged 
draws upon the already existing houses in the immediate vicinity. 

Pollution 

Pollution levels in the Ward will vary a great deal but it is clear that the area 
around Plough Lane is suffering from very high levels. 

It transpires that levels of pollution in this area have not been monitored by the 
Council since 2014 and only recently (January 2017) reinstated. Official figures 
supplied by the Council show that pollution levels in the Plough Lane area are 
well above recommended EU levels. 
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Update from Stephen Hammond MP  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank everybody 
who voted for me in the General Election. I have always 
regarded  being trusted to represent my community as the 
greatest honour and I will continue to do everything I can 
to repay the faith put in me. 
Save Wimbledon Police Station 
The Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan, has launched a       
consultation on closing half of all police front  counters in 
London. 
As part of this, he wants to close Wimbledon Police     
Station and sell the land. Response policing will then 
probably be based from Mitcham. 
This is a ridiculous proposal. Our Police Station is very 
well located near the Town Centre, which has a huge 
night-time economy and a large transport hub which 
needs policing. Wimbledon also hosts the tennis Championships, bringing a huge 
number of visitors from all over the world who need to be kept safe.  
Also it is important to note that Wimbledon Police Station got 2.6 crimes a day on 
average reported at their front desk, whereas Mitcham only got 0.7, according to the 
Mayor’s statistics. I have set up a petition to campaign to save Wimbledon Police 
Station, which you can sign here: www.savewimbledonpolicestation.co.uk. You can 
also take part in the Mayor's official consultation by emailing                                 
Consultation@mopac.london.gov.uk by 6th October.  
Crossrail 2 
In March, at the request of the Government, TfL submitted an updated business 
case and funding plan for Crossrail 2 to the Department for Transport.  
We have still not heard from the Department for Transport, and so I submitted three     
written questions to try to find out their views on Crossrail 2, when we can expect 
the next route option to be published and when the next consultation will be.  
I have also written to the Secretary of State for Transport to ask for a meeting with 
him, and in the House of Commons I have asked that he makes a statement on 
Crossrail 2. I will continue to do everything I can to make sure Crossrail 2 works for 
Wimbledon.  
Mucky Merton 
Since the election, I have had many people write in complaining about the amount 
of litter on our streets. The Labour-run Council are failing residents and business 
when it comes to litter and rubbish collections. They are failing to keep our streets 
clean, and have scrapped a weekly sweep of all residential roads despite opposition 
from Conservative Councillors. They are also planning to scrap your weekly bin col-
lection, despite promising not to. 
Along with your local Councillors I will continue to oppose these measures which 
will do nothing to solve the litter issues on our streets, and I am happy to report any 
litter problems directly to the Council on behalf of residents.  
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Adams plumbing 

  ABK 

                          A.B.K. ACCOUNTANCY & TAX SERVICES 

  For All Your Accountancy, Taxation and Business needs 
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 Taxation 
 Self-employed 
 VAT Returns 
 Lettings Accounts 
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 Tax advice 
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 Management Accounts 
 Self- Assessment Tax       
    Returns 
 Limited Company Accounts 
 Company Formation 
 Sub-contractors C.I.S. 
 Tax Refunds 

 

All services at competitive rates 
59 Ashen Grove, Wimbledon Park, London SW19 8BL 

Tel: 020 8947 9931 – Fax: 020 8879 3412 – Mob: 07989770847 
Email:abk.accountancy@btinternet.com Website – www.abk-accountancy.com 
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a smart wooden fence and bin store, painted grey. The plants are well suited to 
the north aspect of the garden, and the restful colour scheme is restricted to 
green, cream and white, with touches of blue and purple. Shrubs include box, 
camellia, pieris, daphne and hydrangea, as well as two purple cut-leaf acer 
specimens in pots. Filling out the lower levels are ferns, variegated hostas,    
lobelias and grasses. The narrow border to the left of the path has a choice    
selection of heucheras in varying shades of green, gold and purple, inter-
spersed with more grasses.  A climbing white rose at the porch completes the 
picture. 

 
Best Summer Interest Garden: 

93 Kenilworth Avenue 

The clean lines of this recently re-designed garden give a sense of space, with 
elegant wrought-iron railings on the right-hand side, and topping the front and 
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 Front Garden Awards 

Summer 2017 
 

We are pleased to announce our annual Awards for attractive Front Gardens in 
Wimbledon Park.  A team of local residents looked at the eligible* gardens    
visible from the street to nominate their favourites.  From these, a panel of four 
judges arrived at the following decisions. 
 

Overall winner of the John Uden Cup and 
Best All-Year Interest Garden: 

36 Ravensbury Road 
 

This little gem has been beautifully landscaped, with a traditional tiled path to 
the front door, grey stepping stones and gravel between the front borders, and 
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left boundary walls. Grey slate paving forms a central rectangle, while a small 
bed cut into its centre has been planted with an ornamental cherry and a laven-
der at its base. Traditional black-and-white tiles define the path and porch floor, 
and the attractive wooden frame of the porch gives support to a wisteria. A 
standard olive in a pot sits to the left of the porch entrance. 

The eye is drawn to the bay windows with generously filled window boxes, in 
which box balls are inter-planted with pelargoniums, lobelias and billowing 
blooms of petunias in shades of mauve and pink. The bed below has a mix of 
box topiary, trachelospermum jasminoides, hydrangeas, lavenders, dahlias, 
pelargoniums and lobelias. The beds inside the boundary walls are planted 
with alternating bay standards, lavender and trachelospermum, providing all-
year structure. 
 

Best Environmentally Sustainable Garden: 

16 Dawlish Avenue 

An expanse of concrete has been transformed into a productive and                
ornamental garden by means of raised beds and planters created from           



1110 

 

left boundary walls. Grey slate paving forms a central rectangle, while a small 
bed cut into its centre has been planted with an ornamental cherry and a laven-
der at its base. Traditional black-and-white tiles define the path and porch floor, 
and the attractive wooden frame of the porch gives support to a wisteria. A 
standard olive in a pot sits to the left of the porch entrance. 

The eye is drawn to the bay windows with generously filled window boxes, in 
which box balls are inter-planted with pelargoniums, lobelias and billowing 
blooms of petunias in shades of mauve and pink. The bed below has a mix of 
box topiary, trachelospermum jasminoides, hydrangeas, lavenders, dahlias, 
pelargoniums and lobelias. The beds inside the boundary walls are planted 
with alternating bay standards, lavender and trachelospermum, providing all-
year structure. 
 

Best Environmentally Sustainable Garden: 

16 Dawlish Avenue 

An expanse of concrete has been transformed into a productive and                
ornamental garden by means of raised beds and planters created from           



1212 

 

recycled materials. Even a wooden wheelbarrow and zinc bath have been    
requisitioned as plant containers. An ornamental bird bath sits on a layer of 
crushed stone in the centre of the garden. 

The edible crops include herbs, salads, brassicas, chard, courgettes, sweet 
corn, runner beans, potatoes, raspberries and strawberries. Behind the laven-
der hedge on the front boundary the bed of salads has a protective copper  
barrier to deter slugs and snails, whilst a border of marigolds demonstrates 
another aspect of non-chemical pest control. Together with some of the herbs 
and vegetables, floral interest is provided by hydrangeas, roses, lavender,  
pansies, and lobelias.  The overall effect is both orderly and attractive. 
 

Presentation of the Awards will take place at the WPRA AGM on 
Thursday 19th October. 
Pictures of the winning and short-listed gardens will be on display. 

We would welcome more people to get involved with the judging, so if you are 
interested and are willing to spare a few hours of your time next summer, 
please get in touch. 

Contact Jill Farmer 
Tel: 020 8947 6572; email: jill.y.farmer@gmail.com 
 

*Footnote: 
The gardens of WPRA Committee Members, Ward Councillors, and those involved in the garden judging were not 
eligible for the Awards. 

+++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Smart  Meters  
Smart meters are not mandatory.  Go to this link to read about your rights.  
http://stopsmartmeters.org.uk/ 
According to `Watchdog’ there were eight fires in six months and although it was 
apparently obvious that the smart meters caused them, the energy co. refused   
responsibility. In one case the fire broke out while the engineer was still there. 
`Watchdog’ invited the Energy Minister FIVE times  to the programme and were  
ignored.  
The interference of smart meters with Wi-Fi routers is also known and there have 
been reports of bills shooting through the roof after installation. 
The health effects are highlighted in the US where smart meters have been in-
stalled for some time and court cases are pending https://www.youtube.com/
watchv=w4hipIv5Eg4 
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Ken Ball – a man of many parts 

Ken Ball sadly died on the 8th May this 
year, aged 59. 

He had spent the last two years undergo-
ing treatment which he bore with his 
usual strength of character and fortitude. 

Ken was widely known in the community. 
He and Heather have lived in Stroud Road 
since 1990 and have two boys, Jonathan 
and Ethan. I have known Ken personally 
since the early 90’s when he first joined the WPRA committee.  

I have noticed recently that there are one or two bits of graffiti            
appearing in the locality. When I see graffiti I automatically think of Ken 
who, for a couple of years at least, waged a personal campaign against    
graffiti in Wimbledon Park. The minute any new stuff appeared he 
would be out there getting rid of it. I joined him many times in our       
efforts to discourage this anti social activity.  

This sort of community activity personified Ken. He was always willing 
to support local projects and lend a hand in whatever needed doing. He 
was indefatigable in that respect. As far back as I can remember he     
always dealt with the distribution of the newsletter – a fairly thankless 
but important task.  What also always impressed me about Ken was his 
incredibly positive attitude. He never seemed knocked back by         
anything and simply brushed off any inquiry about his health. He was a 
committed Christian and he and the family were a part of the St Luke’s 
congregation. I am sure he drew great strength from both his family 
and the church. 



Little Learners
Pre School & Nursery

(2-5 Years)

Please call for information on days, session
times and pick up locations

www.littlelearnersinthepark.co.uk

Two locations…
IN THE PARK -
Durnsford Pavilion
Durnsford Recreation Ground Wellington Road
Wimbledon Park SW19
Tel: 0774 9899976

IN THE GARDENS –
Coronation Gardens
95 Pirbright Rd
Southfields SW18 5NB
Tel: 07749 377 253

•	Wrap	around	care	&	pick	ups
 from some schools

•	Nursery	summer	playschemes

•	Registered	Good	by	Ofsted
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I remember when, many years ago now, he had a terrible accident      
falling down an escalator at a tube station. He ended up in the London 
Hospital in Whitechapel where I went to visit him. Despite the terrible 
injury suffered to his head he managed to smile and talk about how 
long it would be before he would be home and back in action. Frankly it 
was a miracle he survived and I believe it was in part due to his           
incredible will to always look ahead. 

Ken actually became a committee member of the WPRA in 1992. That is 
an incredible 25 years of actively supporting the community. His           
interests were myriad and he was ceaseless in pursuing them. He had a 
great interest in history and was a keen collector of Wimbledon      
memorabilia, in particular picture postcards. He scoured local car boot 
sales, and the internet, frequently finding historical material, and very 
often giving it, very generously, to the Wimbledon Society Museum, 
which I know is very grateful.   

Ken was a Chartered Secretary and had an MBA. In the last few years 
he worked as Assistant Company Secretary at the Crown Agents work-
ing on overseas development projects.  

Outside his work life he was never idle and had an insatiable thirst for 
knowledge, liking to keep his brain active. In fact Heather tells me that 
recently he had completed a degree course at Goldsmiths, which he did 
for fun.  Apart from his membership of the WPRA committee he was 
also a member of the Wimbledon Park Heritage Group.  

It has been my privilege to know Ken, and the thoughts of all in the  
community who knew him go out to Heather and the boys for their 
great loss. We will all miss him, a highly valued member of our         
community.  

Iain Simpson 

92  
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Serving Wimbledon Park for the past forty years   
  Car Repairs & Servicing 
 M.O.T. Preparations 
 Complete Engine Overhaul 
 Vehicle Collection & Delivery Available 

 

020 8947 1808 
 

YOUR LOCAL 

GARAGE  

NAISMITH  
ENGINEERING LTD 

176 Arthur Road 
Wimbledon Park SW19 8AQ 

020 8947 1808      020 8947 3352 

5% 
Discount  

when you  

mention this 
ad 
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VINEYARD	HILL	ROAD	SURGERY	
The	Groves	Group	

	
Fully	Refurbished	Premises	

	
Extra	appointments	available	

Thursday	evening	and	Saturday	morning	
	

67	Vineyard	Hill	Rd	
Wimbledon	Park	

London	
SW19	7JL	

020	8947	2579	
The	Partners	and	their	Team	

Welcome	New	and	returning	NHS	patients	
Please	collect	registration	forms	from	reception	or	on	our	website	

www.vineyardhillroadsurgery.nhs.uk	
	

CQC	ratings	GOOD	please	see	
www.cqc.org.uk	

	

 

McGLENNONS  Solicitors 
 Providing legal services in Wimbledon Park since 1995.  We specialise in: 
 
 Wills & Lasting Powers of Attorney 
 Probate & Estate Administration 
 Residential & Commercial Conveyancing 
 Leasehold Extensions & Freehold Enfranchisement 
 Landlord & Tenant 
 Dispute Resolution & Family Law 
 

No charge - 20 minute initial consultation 
 

    
William Essex Principal  |  Gwyn Jones   |  Zankhna Vyas  |  Barbara Morris 
157 Arthur Road London SW19 8AD Tel: 020-8946 6015 www.mcglennons.co.uk  
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HASLEMERE INDUSTRIAL ESTATE DEVELOPMENT 
 

It is extremely disappointing that Merton 
Council’s Planning Committee approved this 
development in its entirety.  This is despite 
there  being 85 letters of objection from local     
residents and 2 strong opposition speeches 
at the meeting, plus a number of local      
residents turned up to show their support to 
the objection.  The Labour Councillors totally  
ignored the fact that the application breached 
their own planning rules, in that tall buildings 
– anything over 4 storeys – are not appropri-
ate in a suburban area.   

The Haslemere Development will create 129 
new dwellings, many of them family sized accommodation, and together with the 
other proposed nearby developments – Ravensbury Terrace and the Wellington 
Works there will be a total of 177 new dwellings.  We asked that these 3                   
developments along with those in Durnsford Road and the Woodman Pub be consid-
ered together in order that the overall impact in this most northern part of Merton 
could be gauged in terms of the building works, transport, parking and schools.  

But our call for a Master Plan for developments in Wimbledon Park went unheard. 

Whilst acknowledging the need for more housing our main objection to this particu-
lar development was its sheer size, with a 6 storey block of flats running along the 
railway embankment and 3 and 4 storey flats and houses backing onto Haslemere 
and Dawlish Avenues.  Its design does not respect, reinforce or enhance the local 
area and its bulk will dominate the skyline – think the Banhams building only closer.  

No notice was taken of our points that the number of dwellings and therefore resi-
dents are greater than the area can absorb in relation to transport – Earlsfield Station 
is very overcrowded at peak times, parking – with virtually no on-site parking this 
will create problems in neighbouring streets in the evening and at weekends, and 
school places – the local primary school is already oversubscribed. 

It appears that the Planning Committee members are more interested in enabling   
developers than supporting the people who they are elected to represent and who 
once the development has been built will have to live with it.  The final vote was 7 for 
(Labour and Independent) and 3 against (Conservative). Pam Healy 

Computer generated image 
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Wimbledon Park Hall  -  your community Hall 
at 170 Arthur Road, Wimbledon Park 

All booking information can be found at 
www.wimbledonpark.com 

or  
Email: wimbledonparkhall@gmail.com           

Arthur’s Café 
 

Your Community Café 
 is open Monday to Saturday inclusive 

7.00am to 6.00pm 

Where is it?  Right next to Wimbledon Park Hall at 170 Arthur Road. 

Great Food – Great Coffee – Great S ervice 

Catering available for all kinds of parties  

Call Yasmin on 07958598823 
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The Asian Box Tree Moth 
Sadly the moth or rather its larvae - the caterpillars (cydalima perspectalis) have 
completely decimated our lovely Box hedge in our back garden that after 5 years 
growth was looking wonderful this Spring, and the Box balls that were in our 
planters in the front garden have been killed off too. I had thought that these 
plants had died from the hot weather or a disease but I  have seen the affects on 
all the Box planted in front gardens across our neighbourhood  

 

Further research has shown this moth and      
crucially its caterpillars are now  prevalent in 
SW London - Clapham, Fulham, Wandsworth,       
Wimbledon and Wimbledon Park and indeed 
across Southern England. These pests are not        
interested in other hedges or shrubs e.g. Yew or 
Privet - just Box! Sadly there are no real deter-
rents or sprays that work to eradicate it. This is 
because the moth enters the centre of the hedge 

or the ball, lays its eggs on the underside of the little leaves and then spins a 
nasty sticky web to protect them and the emerging caterpillars which then          
defoliate the plant in a matter of days, or 
a few weeks, for our hedge.  Unfortu-
nately the sprays do not really work 
once the Box is infested and you need 
to check the leaves regularly and take 
off the larvae and ensure all caterpillars 
are removed. 
 

I took a cutting with me to RHS Wisley 
and they confirmed that it is indeed Box 
Tree Moth which has spread rapidly 
since first found in a domestic garden in 
2011. This is a huge problem as it is very fast spreading and the RHS are         
concerned it will decimate Box across the country. They are trying to get it to    
become more resistant and I will follow their research. 
 

Wisley have their walled garden devoted to other pest resistant alternatives.    
Current best suggestions are: Yew, Ilex and a number of varieties of Pittosporum.  
Cllr Oonagh Moulton 
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C R E A T I V E 
W O R K S H O P S 
I N  W I M B L E D O N !

Local evening and weekend 
workshops running throughout 

the year, book today  
through our website.

All abilities welcome 
9 Weir Road, Wimbledon SW19 8UG 
020 8971 9172   @Workshop305CIC

info@workshop305.com
www.workshop305.com
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Fruit Hedge 
The Fruit Hedge has done particularly well this year and has so far produced lots 
of redcurrants and raspberries and very shortly the pears and apples will be ready 
for picking.   
 

 
 

At the far end of the Rec the blackberries and elder are also doing very well.  So 
please go along to the Rec and pick some fresh fruit.  
 

 
 

Pruning 
In July with help from the Tree Wardens we cut down some of the elders that were 
growing in the Fruit Hedge in order to give more light and space to the fruit trees.  
In the autumn we will be cutting back the soft fruit bushes and also looking to 
clear the copse at the far end of the Rec which contains walnut trees, sloes, elder 
and blackberries.  This area is becoming very overgrown and requires hard prun-
ing.  If you would like to help with this or any other aspect of looking after the 
Durnsford Rec please get in touch, as a few extra pairs of hands would be very 
much appreciated.  
Pamela Healy.  pam.2015@outlook.com 
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SUMMER IN THE DURNSFORD REC 
 

Wild Flower Meadow 

 
 

The wild flower meadows have looked fantastic this year and have attracted lots 
of butterflies and insects some more unusual than others, like the Rose Chafer 
beetle below.  Let’s hope that the council keeps up with the seeding of the Wild 
Flower Meadows so we can look forward to this abundance of colour every year. 
 

 
 

The Jubilee Flower Bed  
In late spring and early summer I started clearing the flower bed of weeds, bram-
bles and removed a lot of the Michaelmas daisy, which was smothering the 
shrubs and I have planted some new shrubs, which I hope over the next couple of 
years will form a flower bed that has colour and interest all year round.  Amongst 
other things I planted Hibiscus, Choisya, Hebe and Cytisus.  I had also planted a 
rather nice Bottlebrush but unfortunately somebody took a liking to it and it was 
taken within a couple of weeks of planting!  This is such a shame as the shrubs 
are paid for out of your subscriptions and donations to the WPRA, who as Friends 
of Durnsford Rec help to look after the park. 
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 To Join the Wimbledon Park Residents’ Association 
 

Please complete this form and return it to us with your payment: 
Name   ___________________________________________________ 

Address  _________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

____________________Post Code____________________________ 

Email***__________________________________________________ 
 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES  
1 Year....................................£5.00 

3 Years...............................….£12.00 
Donation.............................…...£______ 

 

  Payment Options: 
 By cheque - please make cheques payable to:  
Wimbledon Park Residents’ Association 
 

Post to: WPRA, 3 Strathmore Rd, SW19 8DB 
  

 By Cash 
You are welcome to drop your subscription through the door of the            
Membership  Secretary, DeNica Fairman at 3 Strathmore Rd, or of our      
Chairman, Iain Simpson at 56 Home Park Rd.  

 

 

 

Email*** If you would like to be included on an e-mail list for crime alerts, 
WPRA updates and information on other important local issues,  
Please tick here              
 
                                                                                        
                                                                          
Please date……/……/……... 
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Notice of Annual General Meeting 
Date: Thursday 19th October 20 71  

Time: 8.00pm 

Venue: Wimbledon Park Hall 

170 Arthur Road 

Agenda 

Minutes of last meeting 

Matters arising 

Treasurer’s Report 

Chairman’s Report 

Front G arden Awards 

Election of Officers 

AOB 

Refreshments will be served after the meeting 
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Enjoy golf at London Scottish Golf Club 
your cheerful local club 

 
By the windmill at the heart of the Common 

This unique local club WELCOMES you all with its: 

- famously attractive course  
- great clubhouse  
- many sociable events  
- good value green fees – from £10 
- wide range of memberships – from £280  
- many reciprocal opportunities 

 
To explore this opportunity just: telephone Steve Barr 
our Secretary on 020 8789 1207, or email us at: 
info@londonscottishgolfclub.com, or reach us through 
our website at: https://www.londonscottishgolfclub.com 

Reproduced from Private Eye, issue 1447
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The air that we breathe  

Earlier this year Merton Council decided to attack the problem of pollution in the 
borough by introducing a levy on diesel vehicles based on issued parking        
permits. Merton is not the only Council in Greater London to implement a diesel 
levy but the question remains whether this is the right (and fair) way of attacking 
what is a very serious and fundamental problem affecting all our lives. There has 
been a lot of recent comment in the press, from the government and particularly 
from the Mayor of London on the problem of pollution.  A recent press release 
from the Mayor’s office commented that “the only way we can make our lethal air 
safe is if the government commits to the major measures experts agree are      
necessary to tackle this incredibly serious issue”. 

Many readers will be young enough to remem-
ber the lethal smogs of the early 1950’s, caused 
by domestic and industrial coal burning. In    
particular the 1952 smog caused an estimated 
4,000 to 12,000 deaths and an enormous          
increase in respiratory and cardiovascular  
complications. This resulted in the Clean Air Act 
of 1956. Considerable improvements have been 
made since then. However modern day           
pollution in the urban environment has a         

different make up. It is less visible than the old smog but just as insidious 
(perhaps more) in its effect. This ‘invisible killer’ contains Nitrogen Oxide (NOx), 
Ozone (03) and very small particulate matter (PM). PM10 and PM 2.5 constitute 
particles less than 10 and 2.5 micrometres respectively (a micrometre is equiva-
lent to one thousandth of a millimetre). The latter is 30 times less than the width 
of human hair and easily reaches deep into a person’s lungs. It affects not only 
children and adults but also unborn children. In the urban area, fossil fuel com-
bustion from road transport is the main culprit and in particular the diesel engine. 

Current (2008) data estimates that the effect of just PM2.5 air pollution is alone 
considered responsible for at least 29,000 premature deaths a year. 

The UK, through DEFRA, reports annually under certain European directives,   
covering background information on pollutants. These include Sulphur Dioxide 
SO2, PM10 and PM2.5 Particles (particulate matter) Carbon dioxide CO2, Ozone 
O3 and Nitrogen oxides (NOx) comprising Nitric Oxide NO and Nitrogen Dioxide 
NO2.                                                                                        Contd on page 34 
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The Rt Hon Sajid Javid 
Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government  
2, Marsham Street 
SW1P 4DF         August 9th 2107 
 
Dear Sir  
 
The London Borough of Merton (Merton Council) are currently considering a planning applica-
tion (Application Number 17/PO438) for a cement batching plant. The Wimbledon Park Resi-
dents’ Association opposes this development for the following reasons:  
 
The proposed development is within 5m of the Wandle Valley Regional Park and the main path 
along the River Wandle and, as a result, it will destroy the peace and tranquillity of this sensitive 
and important nature reserve.  
 
It is within about 30 m of a local primary school and as a result the primary school children will be 
exposed to pollution and noise if the development is permitted.     
 
The substantial number of  HGV's required to operate the concrete batching plant will lead to fur-
ther congestion on the already very crowded local roads which already far exceed the permitted 
pollution limits.  
 
We attach a copy of our objection* which explains the planning policies which the development 
does not satisfy.  
 
We have no faith in the ability of Merton Council to satisfactorily decide this application. We note 
that:  
 
Merton Council failed to properly consult those who would be affected. 
 
Their report failed to properly take account of the proximity of the proposed development to the 
Wandle Valley Regional Park and the nearby local Primary school.  
 
Merton Council did not put our objection on the application website for more than two months.  
 
We would be very grateful if you would call in, and decide, this application. 
 
Yours faithfully  
 
The full text of our objection, referred to in the letter, will be available  on the our website  
  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Residents of the area around the top of Haydons Road are enjoying micro-
community news thanks to a new informational blogsite set up by people living in 
that area, including Havelock, Kohat and Kingsley Roads, the area of Plough Lane 
and Gap Road around the junction, Avondale Road, and the eastern ends of Haydon 
Park and Cromwell Roads plus Caxton Road.  
You can follow them on twitter @HaydonsNorth or via their blogsite : haydonsroad-
northcommunity.wordpress.com Signing up to the blog means you receive an email 
alert every time a new blog is published. 
Current concerns for the group, which emphasises it is NOT a residents association, 
include improvements to the neglected parade of shops at the top of Haydons Road, 
traffic and air quality,  but they also share all sorts of extremely local information 
specific to their streets. They recently sent a letter to Secretaries of State Michael 
Gove and Sajid Javid alerting them to the concrete batching plans for Waterside 
Way, an area used by many local residents for exercise and dog walking as well as a 
quiet cut-through to schools and the Plough Lane stores.    
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European directives set limit values, target values and long term objectives. Limit 
values are legally binding and must not be exceeded. 

The main causes of air pollution in London are Nitrogen Oxides (NOx) and small      
particulates (PM2.5 and PM10). The combination of these lead to severe lung     
infections, impaired lung function and    
cardiovascular mortality leading to 
about 9,000 premature deaths every 
year.  The main source of both these is 
exhaust from diesel vehicles. Appar-
ently, petrol engines emit very little of 
these pollutants. 

A King’s College Report dated July 2015, prepared for TfL and the GLA reported 
that in 2010, 3,537 deaths in London were attributable to long term exposure to 
small particles (PM2.5) and attributable deaths from Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2) were 
up to 5,879, a total of 9,416. Levels of PM10 and Nitrogen Dioxide continue to ex-
ceed national air quality standards in some areas of London. 

The Mayor has recently called upon the government to introduce: 

 a national diesel scrappage scheme 

 ULEZ (Ultra-low Emission Zone) style schemes in other towns and    
cities across the UK. 

The Mayor has also launched a consultation on introducing an ULEZ in central 
London in 2019 which could be expanded up the North and South Circular Roads. 
It is clear that this is the most serious health hazard we face in urban areas 
across the country and particularly in London. 
For more information about the Mayor’s proposals go to the following link 
https://www.london.gov.uk/city-hall-blog/what-mayor-doing-about-air-pollution 

Iain Simpson 

Sources:- 

DEFRA: Air Pollution in the UK 2015, September 2016 

Environ Geochem Health (2015) 37:631–649 DOI 10.1007/s10653-015-9720-1 ORIGINAL PAPER 
Air pollution and public health: emerging hazards and improved understanding of risk. Frank J. 
Kelly, Julia C. Fussell 

King’s College London, Understanding the Health Impacts of Air Pollution in London  For: 
Transport for London and the Greater London Authority  By: Heather Walton, David Dajnak, 
Sean Beevers, Martin Williams, Paul Watkiss and Alistair Hunt. Date:14 July 2015 FINAL 
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Z group was established with one key concept in mind – 
seeing things from the clients’ perspective.

Our expert integrated team of Chartered Architects, Solicitors
and Tax Professionals is where we can make the difference,

ensuring you make a more informed decision. 

We offer comprehensive turnkey solutions for developers and
investors saving you time and money.

ZGRP Limited 
Ibex House 162-164 Arthur Road
Wimbledon SW19 8AQ
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European directives set limit values, target values and long term objectives. Limit 
values are legally binding and must not be exceeded. 

The main causes of air pollution in London are Nitrogen Oxides (NOx) and small      
particulates (PM2.5 and PM10). The combination of these lead to severe lung     
infections, impaired lung function and    
cardiovascular mortality leading to 
about 9,000 premature deaths every 
year.  The main source of both these is 
exhaust from diesel vehicles. Appar-
ently, petrol engines emit very little of 
these pollutants. 
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small particles (PM2.5) and attributable deaths from Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2) were 
up to 5,879, a total of 9,416. Levels of PM10 and Nitrogen Dioxide continue to ex-
ceed national air quality standards in some areas of London. 

The Mayor has recently called upon the government to introduce: 

 a national diesel scrappage scheme 

 ULEZ (Ultra-low Emission Zone) style schemes in other towns and    
cities across the UK. 

The Mayor has also launched a consultation on introducing an ULEZ in central 
London in 2019 which could be expanded up the North and South Circular Roads. 
It is clear that this is the most serious health hazard we face in urban areas 
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For more information about the Mayor’s proposals go to the following link 
https://www.london.gov.uk/city-hall-blog/what-mayor-doing-about-air-pollution 

Iain Simpson 

Sources:- 

DEFRA: Air Pollution in the UK 2015, September 2016 

Environ Geochem Health (2015) 37:631–649 DOI 10.1007/s10653-015-9720-1 ORIGINAL PAPER 
Air pollution and public health: emerging hazards and improved understanding of risk. Frank J. 
Kelly, Julia C. Fussell 

King’s College London, Understanding the Health Impacts of Air Pollution in London  For: 
Transport for London and the Greater London Authority  By: Heather Walton, David Dajnak, 
Sean Beevers, Martin Williams, Paul Watkiss and Alistair Hunt. Date:14 July 2015 FINAL 
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SUMMER NOTES 

The summer months are ideal to wander around our neighbourhood to discover 
what is new in our built environment. It is similar to springtime when we look 
around to enjoy blossoming flowers, trees and new gardens. The difference is 
that buildings are here to stay for a long period whether we like them or not, while 
flowers will renovate and give us more pleasure year after year. 

As mentioned in previous articles, the residential character of our neighbourhood 
is slowly but always changing with one new house here, another few ones around 
the corner, one small group of flats replacing a big house now demolished, and 
so on. It is called progress. 

These small new buildings normally avoid,  at planning stage,  the public scrutiny 
afforded to larger developments where their potential impact on our environment 
is a cause of obvious general concern. Nevertheless, the smaller developments 
can also change our environment in an incremental manner, sometimes for the 
best, sometimes for the worse. 

Not pretending to pass judgement on the architectural merits of some examples, 
below I show a new house on an infill site where the design approach has been to 
replicate the scale and form of the adjoining buildings, to use similar materials 
and colours, and to a lesser degree reproduce in a simplified manner some of the 
detailing of its older neighbouring buildings. 

The result is an inoffensive building that very few will notice a few months after 
its completion. 

 

Another example perhaps at the other end of the spectrum of residential design 
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Get Set for a  
Fruity Summer!

If you have lots of fruit in your garden and can’t use it all,  
then please get in touch with ABUNDANCE. We can collect fruit and pass 
it on to others to make jam, juice or puddings. Some of it will go to local 

charities providing food for the homeless and elderly e.g. Wimbledon 
Guild and the Drop-In Centre for the Homeless in Kingston Rd.

ABUNDANCE FRUIT DAY is our big annual event and is on Saturday  
16th September 11am-2pm at St Mark’s Church garden, St Mark’s Place, 
Wimbledon SW19 7ND – so please put it in your diary! Come and get 

some ultra-fresh juice from the fruit press or buy homemade jam, 
chutneys and cakes and enjoy the music and games. Entry is FREE.

To donate your fruit this year, find out more or 
if you’d like to help in any way, please contact 

abundancewimbledon@gmail.com  
or telephone Juliet 020 8946 2514. 

Our website is www.abundancewimbledon.com
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can be found in a group of new town houses still under construction in a typical 
terraced street in the grid area. While here again, the scale of the surrounding 
buildings has been respected, the massing, forms and detailing of the new 
houses, it could be said, are a complete departure from their Edwardian 
neighbours. 
The colour scheme and materials of the group are strikingly different from the 
context and the result is some new terraced houses that the passersby will        
certainly notice even before these are fully completed. 

 

Perhaps we should pay more attention to the smaller developments at planning 
stage as well as to the larger ones, as in the long term all of them contribute to 
the changes in the character of the area. 
Talking about larger developments in our area, finally below, a photograph of the 
hoarding of the proposals for Plough Lane, stressing that new luxury apartments 
are coming soon. No mention that equally needed affordable accommodation will 
be available as well! 

 

MARIO L AVENDANO, RIBA 
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Carmela Guida’s
School of Ballet

RAD BALLET
MODERN/CONTEMPORARY
BK BALLET FLOOR BARRE

ADULT CLASSES/POINTE WORKOUT
PRIVATE TUITION

PILATES STUDIO/EQUIPMENT SESSIONS

…IN EAST PUTNEY
AND WIMBLEDON PARK

To arrange a free trial class visit:

www.carmelaguidaballet.co.uk

 

Oakley Locksmiths Ltd 
We are a family run business based 
in Southfields since 1987. Our 
company offers free no obligation 
quotations on all types of security 
for both the residential and 
commercial markets. Our fully 
trained locksmiths supply and fit all 
makes of locks and key cutting in our 
shop starts from £2.50. 

81 Replingham Road 

Southfields, SW18 5LU 

020-8871-1238 
www.oakleylocksmiths.co.uk 
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         W.P.R.A. Committee 2016/2017 

   

Kathy Blackburn    51 Ryfold Road  SW19 8DF 

Spike Clarke 30 Home Park Road SW19 

Beate Eberhardt                              17 Crescent Gardens SW19 8AJ 

DeNica Fairman - Membership Secretary 3 Strathmore Road SW 19 8DB 

Pamela Healy  -  Advertising/Planning 1 Brooklands Ave SW19 8EP 

Nigel Israel 14 Ryfold Road SW19 8BZ 

Paresh Modasia 124 Arthur Road SW19 8AA 

Michael Moore - Horticulture 344 Durnsford Road SW19 8DX 

Elaine Sandon 90 Ashen Grove SW19 8BN 

Michael Tyler  -  Planning Cromwell Road SW19 

Iain Simpson - Chairman & Newsletter 

Editor 

56 Home Park Road SW19 7HN 

Peter West -   Planning 33 Cromwell Road SW19 

Cllr Janice Howard, ex officio Dora Road SW19 

Cllr Oonagh Moulton, ex officio 21 Melrose Avenue SW19 8BU 

Cllr Linda Taylor ex officio Pine Grove SW19 

Mamoona Jahangir 260 Durnsford Road SW19 8DS 
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Advertising in this magazine. 
Contact Pamela Healy 

pam.2015@outlook.com 

K D Raynsford 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO DELIVER OUR NEWSLETTER 

We need volunteers to deliver our newsletter to each of the following roads 
Havelock Road, Kingsley Road, Kohat Road, Ashcombe Road and 
Gap Road. If you live in any of these roads and could spare an hour or so 
three times a year to deliver our  newsletter in your roa ,d  and possibly other ,s   

 we would be very  grateful. 

We will deliver the newsletters for your road to your door. If you would like to 
help please contact Pamela Healy at pam.2015@outlook.com. 

Advertising in this magazine
Contact Pamela Healy

pam.2015@outlook.com
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Your local, established 
Independent estate agent 

 

Independent property professionals in 
Wimbledon Park 

As the current demand is so high within the local area we are able to significantly 
reduce our sales and rental commission fees meaning you literally save thousands. 
You will still receive the same great level of service, so call us today to find out more. 
We pride ourselves on offering a transparent, honest service and the very best in 
customer care, this is why our business continues to go from strength to strength and 
we are seeing record numbers of sales and lets. 

 Comprehensive Internet advertising on the following major property  
      portals: 
 

 
 
 

 Professional photographs, floor plans and presentation brochures. 

 All sole agency  instructions received before 30th November 2017  
      qualify for  a 25% discount. 

 An established estate agency with over twenty three years experience and 
      local knowledge. 

 Let only or fully managed services  (RENT GUARANTEE AVAILABLE) 

 Members of The Property Ombudsman. 

 No hidden contract surprises or long tie in period.  

 Located prominently opposite Wimbledon Park station. 
 
 

 

Call us today to arrange your free sales or rental valuation: 
020 8944 9898 

www.burlingtonresidential.co.uk 
email:   info@burlingtonresidential.co.uk 
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The Siegeris School 
of Dance

Wimbledon, Wimbledon Park, South Wimbledon, 
Raynes Park, Mitcham, Tooting

Email to 

register your 

FREE TRIAL

The   Siegeris  
School   of Dance

Dance classes from 3 years old / Girls, Boys and Adults  
Monday - Saturday

* Royal Academy of Dance (RAD) Ballet
* ISTD Tap & Modern and also Contemporary Dance

siegerisdance.com 
info@siegerisdance.com 
07730536499
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