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Chairman’s Report

Wimbledon Park Hall  -  Arthurs Café is now open for business
Many of  you will now be aware that our Café at Wimbledon Park Hall is now open. 
Business has been fairly brisk since the opening on October 27th and the       
comments have been very complimentary about both the ambience and the     
quality of food on offer, which is almost all home made.   This is effectively a  Café 
run for the Community by the community. The Café is leased out to Yasmin Kuhn 
in a normal commercial arrangement by the Wimbledon Park Community Trust. 
We are hopeful that it will be a great success.   

Greyhound stadium proposals from Hume Consulting
Since our last newsletter the report commissioned from Planning Consultants 
RPS have been published and has been made available on our website together 
with a press release. The findings of the report persuaded Hume Consulting to go 
back to the drawing board and significantly scale down their development pro-
posals. The new set of revised proposals has reduced the amount of residential 
housing and also the attendance capacity of the stadium. We particularly       
welcome the provision of space for community facilities including a doctor’s    
surgery, schooling, gym and fitness facilities as well as extensive areas of green 
space. This shows that Paschal Taggart was taking note of local residents’       
express concerns at the public meetings.  

We believe these revised and reduced plans for the stadium site in Plough Lane 
would create a new development that would enhance the area, benefiting local 
residents and businesses. They would also meet Merton Borough Council’s goal 
of sporting intensification for the site. Details of these  proposals and our       
response are on our website and accessible from the home page. Our press re-
lease is also repeated on pages 6 and 8 of this newsletter.   

Finally, we understand the much promised planning application from Galliard/AFC 
has now been lodged with the Council.  It will no doubt be several weeks before 
the detail will be in the public domain. We look forward to seeing the detail and 
will be responding accordingly. It is regrettable that this process will be taking 
place so close to Christmas (the cynics amongst us who have long experience of 
difficult planning applications might assume this was deliberate) with the accom-
panying huge increase of mail delivery.  This increases the chances that the      
formal letters advising those interested parties of the statutory three week consul-
tation period will get delayed in the post. It is too much to hope that this part of 
the process will be  delayed until the New Year.   
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Closure of Vineyard Hill Surgery (the surgery)
Patients of the surgery were shocked to receive a letter from NHS England advis-
ing them that the surgery was going to close at the end of March 2015. This was a 
shock since all indications from the surgery, in recent months was that they were 
carrying on as normal. 
The information provided by NHS England stated that the partners had decided to 
retire and set out the terms of a consultation. As many of us know, the public 
meeting that was held about two years ago was organised by the partners to gain 
support for opposing the new funding contract regime that was being imposed by 
the NHS based on the so called Carr Hill formula. The impact of this new contract 
was to reduce the surgery’s funding by between 25% and 40%. Since that meeting 
nothing more was heard from the partners and we understand that the surgery 
has since continued on the old contract terms.  Certainly at that meeting the part-
ners indicated a desire to continue for at least another five years. 

The circumstances surrounding the recent announcement are, to say the least, 
slightly mysterious. As with all such situations, the devil is in the detail and we 
think there is plenty that we have not seen ! 
The public meeting held on November 4th in our new hall with NHS England rep-
resentatives was useful and allowed a great many relevant questions to be asked. 
The decision of that meeting was that the WPRA, Councillors and MP Stephen 
Hammond should work towards negotiations with the Surgery and NHS England 
to try to retain a surgery in Wimbledon Park. We have asked all patients to       
respond to the consultation and vote for procurement of a new surgery as       
opposed to dispersal of around 5,500 patients to other surgeries in the area. If 
you wish to be kept up to date with our progress, send an email to       
retainourwpsurgery@gmail.com. 

Complaint about Cllr Judge     

In my last report I referred to this. Since them I have met with those responsible in 
the Council for Corporate Governance and subsequently the complaint has been 
through the required process. Recently I received a letter stating that ‘a formal      
investigation is not necessary and no alternative action is required.’  

I remain unconvinced and will consider whether I should take this matter to the    
Local Government Ombudsman.  

A Happy Christmas to all.  



6 

Wimbledon Park Residents’ Association response to Paschal 
Taggart’s revised greyhound stadium proposals 

 The WPRA welcomes the revised plans of Hamilton Architects, commissioned by 
Paschal Taggart, for the redevelopment of the Greyhound Stadium in Plough 
Lane. We are pleased that they have taken note of site restrictions concerning 
transport and flooding, highlighted by the recent RPS report commissioned by 
WRPA, and have scaled down their development proposals accordingly.            
The number of spectators has been reduced from 4,500 to a maximum of 3,000, 
allaying the Association’s transport concerns. Indeed, the average number of    
visitors under this revised scheme is on a par with the current number of visitors 
to the Greyhound Stadium; a situation which residents are already accustomed 
to’ due to the many years dog racing has taken place on this site. 

The new plans also reduce the number of residential units from 550 to 230. This, 
along with the ability to store surface water in the centre of the Greyhound        
Stadium, will significantly increase the chances of the revised scheme being   
compatible with the category 3b (highest risk) floodplain assessment of this site 
by the Environment Agency. It is worth noting that a substantial reduction in 
housing provision on-site also puts less pressure on future demand for school 
places in this part of the borough.  

The WPRA also welcomes the provision of space for community facilities           
including a doctor's surgery, schooling, gym and fitness facilities as well as      
extensive areas of green space. We believe these revised and reduced plans for 
the stadium site in Plough Lane would create a new development that would     
enhance the area, benefiting local residents and businesses. They would also 
meet Merton Borough Council’s goal of sporting intensification for the site.   

The WPRA commissioned the RPS report to examine initial (pre-planning)          
development proposals from both Hume Consulting and AFC Wimbledon/Galliard 
Homes to establish whether they addressed issues specific to this site. The report 
concluded that the proposals for the Plough Lane Greyhound Stadium put        
forward by AFC Wimbledon/Galliard Homes were not compatible with planning 
guidelines, and considered that it would be difficult to modify them in order to 
meet statutory requirements for traffic, transportation and flood risk in the area. 
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  ABK 

                          A.B.K. ACCOUNTANCY & TAX SERVICES 

  For All Your Accountancy, Taxation and Business needs 

• Accounts 
• Taxation 
• Self-employed 
• VAT Returns 
• Lettings Accounts 
• Wages -PAYE 
• Partnership  Accounts 
• Tax advice 

• Book Keeping Services 
• Management Accounts 
• Self- Assessment Tax       
• Returns 
• Limited Company Accounts 
• Company Formation 
• Sub-contractors C.I.S. 
• Tax Refunds 

All services at competitive rates
59 Ashen Grove, Wimbledon Park, London SW19 8BL 

Tel: 020 8947 9931 – Fax: 020 8879 3412 – Mob: 07989770847 
Email:abk.accountancy@btinternet.com Website – www.abk-accountancy.com 
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This backed up the conclusions of the WPRA, which considered that proposals 
from both parties were of a scale that was inappropriate for the site.  

We await the presentation of revised plans from AFC Wimbledon/Galliard Homes 
for this site, should they intend to pursue their intention to redevelop the       
Greyhound Stadium, and hope that they will reflect expert recommendations on 
flooding, traffic and transportation issues. 

The WPRA has never opposed AFC Wimbledon’s quest to find a permanent home 
in the borough, but we do not believe that the Greyhound Stadium is a suitable  
location for the scale of development that has been proposed. Neither are we 
apologists for the sport of greyhound racing. As a residents organisation, our 
wish is to ensure that whatever development takes place on the Plough Lane site 
serves to enhance rather than blight the lives of people who live in the                           
neighbourhood, as well as meets national planning guidelines, which exist to               
ensure that projects of this scale will be acceptable to local residents, shops and 
businesses and not blight the surrounding area. It is worth noting that the WPRA 
undertook a number of steps before reaching its view on the two proposals for 
Plough Lane that have been put forward so far, namely: 

• Our members have carefully studied national planning guidelines and pre-
sented a case to the planning inspector for this site. 

• We carried out a randomised and statistically significant survey in streets close 
to Plough Lane which showed that 80% thought a large-scale football stadium 
was not beneficial, 70% opposed it and only 10% supported it. This was at a 
time when local residents had been provided with absolutely no information 
about Merton Borough Council’s intentions for the site. 

• We commissioned one of the UK’s leading planning consultants, RPS, to          
examine the two proposals. 

The RPS report and previous documents written by the WPRA can be found at  
http://www.wimbledonpark.com/.  

You may also be interested in another website we have discovered created by    
local residents.  www.ploughlanestadium.wordpress.com 
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Michael and Bridget Rooke’s Butcher’s Shop  
listed by English Heritage 

This shop, with its remarkable original ironwork and tiling is going to survive the 
plans of its owner. Ruth and Dave Dawson report on the progress so far. The 
Council has turned down two proposals to change the shop. English Heritage has 
given the shop a Grade II listing. Michael and Bridget have retired, and there was 
a good send off by many local friends at the Woodman in mid September, includ-
ing Alf from the shop and our MP, Stephen Hammond. 

The proposals for the shop submitted to the Council left many concerned        
residents confused. Take a deep breath, and try to follow what actually happened! 

First, there was an existing planning permission dating back two years, to convert 
the existing flat on the first and second floors into two separate flats and to add a 
mansard roof flat as a third floor. Then, before Mike and Bridget left, the owner 
submitted a new planning application to develop much of the shop on the ground 
and basement levels as part of a new three-bedroom flat with access only from 
service lane to the rear. But the details of this application were not available 
whilst the Council sought further information from the owner.  

These details were still not available when the owner submitted a second new   
application in September to move the front of the shop out to the building line.    
Confusingly, the plans submitted for this second application were not confined to 
the shop front. Instead the plans for the first application were used. This made 
some of the details of the first application available before it was officially out for 
consultation and many people made submissions on the proposed three-
bedroom flat by mistake. Even more confusion came when the owner began    
preparatory work to implement the existing planning permission for the three flats 
above the shop. Some people thought that the work was on the shop area in ad-
vance of planning permission. 

In early October Merton Council finally published the full details of the proposals 
to convert much of the shop into a three-bedroom flat, but there was no other 
publicity and few people made submissions on this application. Whilst this first 
application was being considered, the Council refused permission for the second. 
This was because an exceptionally high quality original shopfront would be lost: 
with original features and details of historic value that contribute to the              
established character of the shopping parade.  
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This refusal led the owner to modify his earlier proposals to develop the shop into 
a flat. This modification was not advertised and practically nobody noticed that 
the plans had been changed to keep the shop front. Merton Council finally re-
fused permission for this revised application on Armistice Day, for three reasons. 
First, the proposed flat hadn’t enough living space. Second, the remaining shop 
area would be too cramped to be viable. Third, no permit-free parking was pro-
vided.  

Whilst all this was going on, we applied in September to have the butcher’s shop 
listed by English Heritage. We also discovered that Merton Council had powers to 
make a Building Preservation Notice as an interim measure whilst English Heri-
tage considered the matter. We wrote to Cllr Judge in October to ask for this and 
he confirmed that it was in train. On November 12th, English Heritage confirmed 
that the shop had been added to the List of Buildings of Special Architectural or 
Historic Interest, Grade II. Their reasons were: 

“Rarity: once a common high-street shop, butchers are becoming increasingly 
rare survivals of a traditional commercial building type; 

Architectural interest: a good-quality shop front and interior typical of the build-
ing type, and which retains the principal characteristic features of a butcher’s 
shop; 

Decorative scheme: the tiling to the exterior and interior of the shop, geometric 
paving and scrolled wrought-iron brackets are attractive and good-quality rem-
nants of a comprehensive decorative scheme; 

Intactness: a shop dating from the early C20 that retains an original frontage and 
much of its decorative scheme is an unusual survival, and despite changes to the 
interior the function of the business remains legible.” 

So, what’s next? Any works to the shop will require Listed Buildings Consent, 
which provides much more stringent control than ordinary planning consent. We 
will still have to keep a watchful eye on subsequent applications. The owner 
might want to do the sensible thing and market the shop as a heritage butcher’s. 
It would win him a lot of friends. As for us, wouldn’t it be satisfying to have a 
good butcher’s shop back again?  

Drs Ruth and Dave Dawson. 
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MONDAY - FRIDAY 9.15 AM - 3.00 PM 

MORNING/AFTERNOON / ALL DAY SESSIONS 

WRAP-AROUND CARE 

PICK UPS TO & FROM WIMBLEDON PARK SCHOOL 

Also Breakfast Club for 3 - 11 year olds from 8.00am serving Little Learners and Wimbledon Park 
School children.  

Plus Summer Playscheme  

 High standard of quality pre school education by qualified staff 

 registered by Ofsted   

 Principals: Angela Taggart & Lorraine Greeley-Ward

DURNSFORD PAVILION DURNSFORD RECREATION GROUND  
WELLINGTON ROAD WIMBLEDON PARK SW19 TEL: 0774 9899976
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MONDAY - FRIDAY 9.00 AM - 1.00 PM 

TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY 9.00 AM – 3.OO PM 
 High standard of quality pre school education with high ratio of qualified staff registered for 20 children in 

lovely small park surroundings 
 Good Ofsted  

Also providing Summer Playschemes  
Principals: Angela Taggart & Lorraine Greeley-Ward 

Managed by Tracey Hayworth 
CORONATION GARDENS  95 PIRBRIGHT RD SOUTHFIELDS SW18 5NB 

 TEL: 07749377253  www.littlelearnersinthepark.co.uk 
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Complete the Application Form overleaf and send as detailed 
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To Join the Wimbledon Park Residents’ Association 

Please complete this form and return it to us with your payment: 
Name   ___________________________________________________

Address  _________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

____________________Post Code____________________________ 

Email***__________________________________________________ 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES  
1 Year....................................£5.00 

3 Years...............................….£12.00 
Donation.............................…...£______ 

Payment Options: 
By cheque - please make cheques payable to:  
Wimbledon Park Residents’ Association

Post to: WPRA, 3 Strathmore Rd, SW19 8DB 
  

By Cash 
You are welcome to drop your subscription through the door of the            
Membership  Secretary, DeNica Fairman at 3 Strathmore Rd, or of our      
Chairman, Iain Simpson at 56 Home Park Rd.  

Email*** If you would like to be included on an e-mail list for crime alerts, 
WPRA updates and information on other important local issues,  
Please tick here              

                                                                                                 Please date……/……/……... 
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McGLENNONS Solicitors 
Guardians for your little Angels 

Who would look after your young children if something happened to you and 
your partner? 

Rather than leaving things to chance and having your children raised by 
someone not of your choosing or being subjected to a family tug of war, why 
not make a conscious decision to pick the right person to look after them. You 
can then choose someone who has the same values as you and someone your 
children know, trust and feel comfortable with. 

It is simple to appoint a guardian in your Will. You can choose just one    
person to act as guardian but many people choose two, maybe a couple         
perhaps with a child or children of their own.  

The guardianship clause in your Will would only come into effect on the 
death of all of those with parental responsibility for your children. 

If you are separated or divorced, your wishes can be overridden by the  
surviving parent. The appointment of guardians in your Will is an expression of 
your wishes and can be open to challenge.  However it may carry some weight 
and, at the very least, give guidance to the Courts as to your wishes.   

You might like to write a Letter of Wishes to be kept with your Will stating 
your reasons for appointing your chosen guardians and guidance as to how 
you would like your children to be raised.  Not only can this help your       
guardians bring up your children in the manner you would wish but it can be of 
further help should anyone seek to challenge your wishes.  

Your children will thank you for caring. 

Also a recent transaction involving a client highlighted the dangers of not 
using a solicitor when making your Will. The client had made a will with an     
unregulated Will writer which proved to be worthless due to the client’s Will         
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including her deceased partner, clearly not her intention. 

The problems with unregulated people attempting to make Wills is that they 
are often untrained and have no insurance cover if something goes wrong. 
They can be in business one minute and then have vanished the next. 

The friendly, fully regulated, fully insured McGlennons Solicitors are experi-
enced in drafting Wills. From a basic Will which will suit most of our clients, 
through to complex Wills including all possible considerations. 

If you require any further information then please have no hesitation in con-
tacting Andrew F. Hill at McGlennons Solicitors. 

                       a.hill@mcglennons.co.uk                          Park House
                      T: 020 8946 6015                                     158-160 Arthur Road
                       F: 020 8946 3120                                      London
                       www.mcglennons.co.uk                            SW19 8AQ
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Wimbledon Park Safer Neighbourhood Team 

The Wimbledon Park Safer Neighbourhood Team is your local dedicated police 
team.  We have seen many changes over the past year with new people coming 
and others leaving.  

We are eager to meet the community we serve and to this end hold informal open 
surgeries once a month. If you have any concerns or would simply like to meet 
your local Policing team then please feel free to come along.   We tend to change 
the location of the surgeries to try and ensure they are as accessible to as many 
people as possible.  In addition there are contact points at the One O’clock club, 
Home Park Road, Wimbledon Park three times a week. Details of the times and 
dates can be found on the Metropolitan Police website www.met.police.uk/team/
merton/wimbledonpark and posters at local shops and community centres. We 
also hold ward panel meetings four times a year where members can ask ques-
tions, challenge their local Police on local issues and set the ward policing         
priorities. We are currently looking to recruit new members so if you are              
interested then please get in touch. Our telephone number is 0208 7212452 or 
email WimbledonPark.SNT@Met.Police.uk.  

The priorities for the Wimbledon Park local Policing team are burglary, motor    
vehicle crime and anti social behaviour.  

Criminals who commit motor vehicle crime are typically opportunists who prey 
upon common mistakes that are easily preventable.  By simply remembering to 
take all valuables out of your vehicle, or out of view, then you can protect yourself 
against theft. Part of our patrols involves identifying vulnerable vehicles and    
giving the owners basic crime prevention advice. You may have also seen crime 
prevention signs attached to lampposts throughout Wimbledon Park.  

Recently we have seen a rise in theft of pedal cycles. As well as taking measures 
to catch those responsible we also plan to do regular bicycle marking and        
registering events. Details of these will also be published on the website and     
locally.  

Your local officers are PC Roberts 203VW and PCSO Collar 7294VW 



25 

Serving Wimbledon Park for the past forty years   

•   Car Repairs & Servicing 

• M.O.T. Preparations 

• Complete Engine Overhaul

• Vehicle Collection & Delivery Available 

YOUR LOCAL 

GARAGE  

�	�
�����

����������������

176 Arthur Road 

Wimbledon Park SW19 8AQ 

5%
Discount 

when you 

mention this ad



26 

HOMAGE TO THE BRICK 
My visitors from abroad are always impressed by the overwhelming use of 
bricks as the dominant material in the built environment in our Wimbledon 
patch. Nothing remarkable in this observation as it is stating the obvious when 
looking at the local building stock through the Georgian, Victorian and Edward-
ian periods through to current days. Nor is this character confined to our area, 
as London as a whole and the South East of the country have naturally relied 
through history on the extensive use of clay as the main source of material for 
the building industry mainly in the form of bricks, wall tiles and roof tiles.  

A great deal of the pleasure of walking through the Village, the Grid or any area 
of Wimbledon derives from the beauty generated by the variety of colour,       
texture and detailing of the brick buildings and walls that so strongly contribute 
to the urbanscape and that so easily mix with other vernacular materials such 
as natural stone, render, pargeting and wood, thus seamlessly conforming with 
the surrounding landscape the strong sense of place that identifies Wimbledon 
from other surrounding areas.  

However, the humble brick, a truly sustainable by nature material through its 
lifetime, does not seem to receive much praise these days and more often than 
not is referred to in a derogatory manner such as “I’m facing a brick wall” to  
describe being confronted with an insurmountable problem. For me on the con-
trary, when I see a brick wall I sense something that has been hand made with 
its chromatic variety that never ceases to amaze me, even more when the light 
of a sunny day brings out new contrast between bricks, new shadows, new tex-
tures, new shades of colour.  

The bricklayer, a craft that is slowly becoming scarce, selects the bricks one by 
one asking them to perform a function for life, perhaps lying in an English 
bond, perhaps in a Flemish bond; perhaps to work as a stretcher or perhaps as 
a header; or as part of soldier course or as part of arch spanning over a window 
or a gateway.  

The client and the designer may have gone through a long process of selecting 
the appropriate brick for the task in hand considering a wide range of aesthetic 
and technical factors. Contextual factors influence the decision as much as 
budget constraints may do. Is the work in a sensitive conservation area? Does 
the project entail restoration work? Or is the work part of a commercial           
development where a contemporary language is called for?  



07585 330917  
darren@deacondecorators.co.uk 

www.deacondecorators.co.uk

We are a local, family-run business for SW London

Mansions to Victorian treasures

Clear quotes upfront - no hidden extras

Careful protection of your furnishings 

Fully insured work

Professional fi nish using quality paints of your choice

Tidy workmen who respect your privacy and space 
No loud blaring radios

Jobs that are done on time, with a smile

A brighter and fresher home that you will be proud 
to show your friends and family

27
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With its versatility, there is always an appropriate brick to meet the require-
ments. Handmade bricks may be necessary; machine made, wire cut; special 
shapes with their wonderful names, King and Queen closers, single or double 
bullnose, saddleback and half round copings, plinth headers, virtually a full 
range of shapes to resolve most design requirements.  

However, when it comes to colour and texture the choice is more extensive yet. 
Multicoloured facing bricks whether in variations of red, yellow, brown or grey 
provide a fantastic scope for variation which combined with options for rugged 
or smooth sandfaced surfaces provide a wide palette of finishes to enhance the 
built environment.  

The brick, this modest component of the building industry, generates the need 
of skilled labour, in that sense is demanding. Once built in a building or a wall, 
it then becomes virtually maintenance free. Over the years, it will develop a  
patina that records the passage of time and when the time comes for the     
building or wall to come down, then the brick will be recycled and ready to start 
a new life, and if that is not possible or required, the brick converted to rubble 
will find its way to where it came from as clay in the first place, from the earth, 
without contamination, as a friend returning home. 

Contemporary architecture is gradually moving towards other lighter materials, 
in particular in high rise construction demanded by the increase in density in 
the main conurbations. Inherent to taller building construction there is a     
process of prefabrication of larger components where the traditional brick is 
rarely utilised. High rise construction although resolving many issues of den-
sity in the contemporary city generally develops anonymous architecture,       
international or globalised style exactly the opposite of what brickwork has 
done over the centuries.  

So when I see a brick building, a brick wall, I salute them with respect and wish 
them a very long existence, and I hope that if you read this article, next time 
you go out for a walk through Wimbledon, look at the brickwork in more detail 
and enjoy how it has shaped your local built environment.  

Mario L Avendano, RIBA 
November 2014 
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Comment on the Wandle Valley Regional Park  

By DeNica Fairman 
I was shocked and deeply disappointed to find that the Wimbledon Park area now, in 
2014,  has no green spaces attached to the Wandle Valley Regional Park.  This is despite 
the fact that Wimbledon Park itself is a Grade 2 Listed   Capability Brown designed    
Heritage Park and has a tributary, Wimbledon Park Brook that flows directly into the 
Wandle River from Wimbledon Park Lake.   
How has this been allowed to happen?  In the 2010 All London GreenGrid Strategy 
(ALGG) the parks of Wimbledon & Wandsworth Commons were  included in the WVRP 
which makes sense as huge expanses of Croydon’s parklands are part  of the 
WVRP.  There were specific project recommendations such as Wimbledon Green Walk-
ways and Improved Park/Industry Boundaries along the Durnsford Industrial Estate.   
Also a Wimbledon Park Primary School link is suggested along Durnsford Rec. These 

are all  projects that the Wimble-
don Park Residents Association 
has been trying to facilitate and 
campaign for over the last 20 
years as the community has no 
access to the river at present.  I 
quote from the 2010 
ALGG : “Removing or overcom-
ing  obstacles to access to the 
Valley from neighbourhoods such 
as Wimbledon Park should be  
prioritised.”  How can we have 
gone from that, to the present 
situation where NO parks are    
included within the boundary in 
the Wimbledon Park area and NO 
access projects are 
listed.  Wimbledon Park itself is a 
mere 75 metres from the Wandle 
River and Durnsford Recreation 
Ground is only 150 metres with 
direct access to the river bank if 
the Public Rights of Way are re-
opened and the huge metal rail-
ings (erected illegally) are taken 

down.   
It is disgraceful that Merton Council have let down this half of the borough so appall-
ingly. I feel very strongly that the WVF and the WVRT need to try to redress this imbal-
ance as a matter of urgency! 

DeNica (apart from being our Membership Secretary) is an Executive  Committee      
member of the Wandle Valley Forum. 



OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
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Including Bank Holidays,
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FREE DELIVERY

020 8944 8123
440 Durnsford Road, Wimbledon SW19 8DZ

EST.1991
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www.k2wimbledon.co.uk

Download
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10% Discount on all orders over £15,
Simple mention K210 when placing your orders.
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Wimbledon Society Exhibition 

in the Norman Plastow Gallery 
The next exhibition at the Norman Plastow Gallery tells the story of shooting on 
Wimbledon Common. Other than shooting game, some of the first shots fired on 
the Common were in duels. As Wimbledon is so near London, combatants could 
ride out in the early morning, do their business and be back in town for breakfast. 
Some of the notable duellers were William Pitt, Lord Castlereagh and Lord Cardi-
gan. Perhaps fortunately most of them do not appear to have been very good 
shots. 

The Lord of the Manor, Earl Spencer was a founding  member of the National Rifle   
Association and offered the 
Common for the site of the first 
meeting in 1860. This inaugural 
meeting was opened by Queen 
Victoria firing the first shot, a 
scene dramatically illustrated 
by a print held by the museum. 

The NRA meeting became very 
popular in the social calendar. 
Apart from the varied competi-
tions, there were extra sporting 
events and musical entertain-

ments, and this illustration hints 
at the lively less official night 

life. The meeting grew in size and scope until, by the late 1870s, there were nearly 
2,500 entrants for the Queen’s Prize. The NRA flourished at Wimbledon for over 
25 years before moving to Bisley; it was the end of an era. 

Shots were still to ring out over the Common, but not for sport. It was used in 
both the World Wars, for training and defence. 
 

The exhibition: ‘Playing with Fire: the story of shooting on Wimbledon Common’ 
runs from Saturday 17 January 2015 to Sunday 12 April 2015. It is open on Satur-
days and Sundays from 2.30 – 5 pm and on Wednesdays from 11.30 am – 2.30 pm. 

Light Horse Volunteers review by King George III, 
1798 on Wimbledon Common 



33 



34 

Dealing with Traffic Problems

I received 10 comments on the proposal below for which I thank you.  There 
were 4 votes pro and 4 votes anti the proposal (including my wife!!).  In addition 
there were 2 votes from outside of the roads mentioned, one pro and one anti. 

Unfortunately, due to technical problems, the autumn newsletters were not de-
livered to two important roads, Haslemere Avenue and Dawlish Avenue so the 
proposal is being repeated in this newsletter. 

Dealing with Traffic Problems 

Traffic can be a problem in the following roads (with their side roads):- 

Ravensbury Terrace    Ravensbury Road 

Acuba Road        Haslemere Avenue 

Mount Road        Gordondale Road 

Lucien Road        Havana Road 

These roads are used as ‘short cuts’, especially during ‘rush hours’,  and the 
through traffic can be a problem for local parents walking their children to  
Wimbledon Park School,  and a problem for vehicles parked in any of the above 
roads. 

This proposal, for comment only, is to create a gated barrier at two points; one 
where the road narrows at its current site at the junction of Haslemere Avenue 
with Mount Road and another where Ravensbury Road links with Merton Road. 

All traffic will then be forced to use Durnsford Road/Merton Road and Penwith 
Road, and the junction with the Pig and Whistle. 

Some traffic from the above roads will also be forced to use these roads,         
depending on their final destination. 

Comments as soon as possible please to ivan104@btinternet.com
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HM ELECTRICAL 

Local Electrician - all domestic electrical work undertaken 

from additional sockets/lights to full rewires. Includes testing 

& certification. Please call or email for quote. 

Tel 07866 433378 

Email hector@hmelectrical.org.uk

51 Ashen Grove, Wimbledon Park, SW19 8BL 
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Advertising in this magazine. 
Contact Pamela Hunt 

huntbrooklands@hotmail.co.uk 

French & Spanish à la Carte 
97 Revelstoke Road, Wimbledon Park, London, SW19 5NL 

TEL 020 8946 4777 
Website    www.frenchandspanishalacarte.co.uk   
EMAIL frenchandspanish.alacarte@talk21.com 

 Classes -  Private Tuition  - Translation

uPVC Window Frame Cleaning                                    Patio Cleaning 
We can remove the dirt and the grime        Using your own generator and water we 
from your uPVC window frames                                                                           can power wash your patio and drive
Leaving them looking like new                               for only £5 per sq metre 
Only £8 for a typical Bay window 

To speak to Mr Raynsford please call him on 0795 651 3742 
Between 5pm and 10pm any evening or at weekends 
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News from Friends of Wimbledon Park 
Clamping down on litter and dog mess 
People who drop litter or don’t clear up after their dog in Wimbledon Park could be 
facing a fine. A clampdown by Merton Council means specialist environmental crime 
enforcers from Kingdom Environmental Protection Services will be going into parks 
around the borough over the next few months. Anyone caught       dropping litter or 
not clearing up after their dog will be liable to pay a fixed      penalty notice of £75.  
This is the latest initiative in the council’s anti-litter campaign following the     publi-
cation of its anti-litter code, and the installation of special gum and cigarette butt 
bins and high-tech smart bins in parks. Residents can now also report litter and fly-
tipping through the free ‘Love Clean Streets’ smartphone app. 

Local pupils have their say
FOWP is keen to get more young people engaged in the protection and enjoyment of 
Wimbledon Park. With this aim in mind, over the spring and summer we organised a 
survey of pupils at St Cecilia’s School. More than 330 pupils responded to the poll, 
which was conducted on Survey Monkey. Key findings were as follows: 

• Students resided mainly in Wandsworth (76%) and Merton (13%), with the re-
mainder in other boroughs. 

• 59% regarded Wimbledon Park as their local park. Next was Wimbledon Com-
mon (14%); King George’s Park (10%); Richmond Park (7%); Putney Heath 
(5%); Durnsford Road Recreation Ground (1%); and Coronation    Gardens 
(1%).  

• 47% visited Wimbledon Park at least once a week, 25% at least once a month, 
15% a few times a year, and 5% rarely. Only 1% never visited. 

• Sport (208) was the most favoured activity, followed by general wellbeing (85), 
play (86), and study (8).  

• The vast majority, 254, said they enjoyed themselves in Wimbledon Park, 25 
didn’t and 58 didn’t know. 

• 104 had learned something during their visit, 169 didn’t and 69 didn’t know 
whether they had learnt anything. 

• Volunteering was supported by 67 students – enough to carry out projects, 
perhaps in conjunction with FOWP. 

• The introduction of a ‘trim trail’ fitness route was supported by 171 and op-
posed by 71. 

• 180 had noticed the landscapes in Wimbledon Park and 196 thought they 
should be preserved. 

This feedback is extremely useful in helping us shape our proposals for activities 
and improvements to park facilities.  
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W.P.R.A. Committee 2014/2015 

Ken Ball  20 Stroud Road SW19 8DH 

Kathy Blackburn    51 Ryfold Road  SW19 8DF 
Spike Clarke 30 Home Park Road SW19 

Ingrid Dickenson 37 Kohat Road SW19 8LD 

Beate Eberhardt                              17 Crescent Gardens SW19 8AJ 

DeNica Fairman - Membership Secretary 3 Strathmore Road SW 19 8DB 

Pamela Hunt  -  Advertising 1 Brooklands Ave- SW19 

Nigel Israel 14 Ryfold Road SW19 8BZ 

Ardi Kolah 32 Kohat Road SW19 8LD 

Paresh Modasia 124 Arthur Road SW19 8AA 

Michael Moore - Horticulture 344 Durnsford Road SW19 8DX 

Elaine Sandon 90 Ashen Grove SW19 8BN 

Ivan Scott  -  Vice Chairman , 

Minute Secretary and Treasurer

22 Haslemere Avenue SW18 4RP 

Michael Tyler  -  Planning Cromwell Road SW19 

Iain Simpson - Chairman & Newsletter 

Editor 

56 Home Park Road SW19 7HN 

Peter West -   Planning 33 Cromwell Road SW19 

Cllr Janice Howard, ex officio Dora Road SW19 

Cllr Oonagh Moulton, ex officio 21 Melrose Avenue SW19 8BU 

Cllr Linda Taylor ex officio Pine Grove SW19 
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Established in Southfields since 2002, 
I offer a complete painting, decorating  

and handyman service to local  
residents at reasonable prices. 
 Excellent references available.  

To discuss your requirements 
 and to arrange a free quotation 

 without obligation,  
please call Nigel Plumbe: 

��������������������

������������������

OAKLEY  
LOCKSMITHS Ltd. 

   LOCKSMITHS 
    KEYS & CUTTING 
    ALL MAKES OF  
       LOCKS SUPPLIED AND FITTED 
    

® AGENTS 

Tel   020 8871 1238 
Fax  020 8875 1416 

81 Replingham Road  
London SW18 5LU 

Email Oakleylocksmithsltd 
@hotmail.co.uk 
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Welcome to the London Computer Doctor 
London Computer Doctor is a centrally located company of mobile engineers 

serving home users and small businesses in central, south and southwest London. 
Our engineers are fully qualified and have extensive experience of the  

challenges that face home and small business users in the operation and 
maintenance of their IT equipment. 

Services provided

• Virus and spyware removal 

• General fault diagnosis and  
    repair 

• Hardware replacement 

• Wired and wireless networks  

    set up and maintained 

• Software problems resolved 

• New systems built to order 

• Data recovery 

• Complete software overhaul 

• Annual servicing 

Our home visit service has proved to be one of the most successful and 
competitive IT services in the region, with hundreds of customers scheduling 
an annual service to keep their systems in peak condition and many taking 
advantage of our referral discount scheme (details below). 

Referral discount scheme
Once you are on our database, should you recommend us to a friend, col-
league, neighbour, we will credit your database entry with the sum of £15.00 
against the next work you have carried out with us.  (Some customers have    
already used this scheme to fully pay for their annual service!) 

www.londoncomputerdoctor.com 

SIMPLY CALL 020 7652 4296 



IMI Property Solutions
Publishers of SW 19 Property N ew s 

An Independent Property Agent
based in Wimbledon Park

Save money on your property
transactions

Sales 0.5% (NO VAT)
Lettings 5%

Contact: Iain Simpson

Tel: 020 8947 8692 Mob: 07836 361 782

Email: ics@imipropertysolutions.com


