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 Chairman’s Report 

Greyhound Stadium development – application called in by the Mayor (Boris Johnson). 
 

Almost as we go to press, Sadiq Khan, the new Mayor, has decided to send the 
Application back to Merton Council.  This is extremely disappointing given the 
major concerns we and many others have about the application.  

In his announcement, the Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan, said: “I’m confident the 
stadium and the leisure facility proposed alongside it will be of great benefit to 
Londoners and the wider community for generations to come. As such, I have de-
cided to return the application to the local council to determine itself."   

This statement confines itself to the issue of the Stadium and leisure facility. No 
mention of 602 flats. Also, wisely, it does not mention any benefit to the local 
community. 

Sadiq Khan made ‘affordable housing’ a key platform of his campaign to be 
elected Mayor, aiming for 50%. (He is now talking about a non-negotiable 35%.) 
The affordable housing content of the application from AFC/Galliard homes, 
passed by Merton Council, was only 9.6%. The stated policy of Merton Council is 
to aim for 40% affordable housing.  

In the interim, Paschal Taggart, who represents serious Greyhound Racing inter-
ests and has long expressed the wish to build a new state of the art Greyhound 
Stadium at Plough Lane, has approached Merton Council for pre-application dis-
cussions with a plan for a new Greyhound Stadium which features a 40% afford-
able housing content. These plans are based largely on those he put forward for 
the Planning Inspector’s hearing in January 2014.  

More recently, Cllr Alambritis, Leader of the Council, was reported to have had a 
private visit with Sadiq Khan. As we all know, this application has been highly 
politicised by the Council which had passed a motion, some time ago, to support 
the return of AFC Wimbledon. This was amply demonstrated by Cllr Alambritis’s 
public remonstration of our own Ward Cllr Oonagh Moulton and Leader of the Op-
position (see the Wimbledon Guardian report of 15th December 2015) for having 
the temerity to oppose the application (he accused her of breaking the all party 
consensus) at the Planning Committee meeting on the 10th December. Cllr Moul-
ton expressed concerns, as most residents have, about flood risks on the pro-
posed site, parking and traffic disruption and an already existing lack of space in 
both local schools and doctors’ surgeries. Clearly, Cllr Alambritis considers per-
sonal crusades and political decisions to be more important than proper planning 
considerations and the concerns of local residents.  "I appreciate it’s on her ward 
and she wants to stand with residents but it’s a few residents versus the many”. 

5 

 

This final decision by Mayor Khan reflects very badly on his campaign promises 
for 50% affordable housing and also on his stated objection to the application 
while he was MP for Tooting.  His decision has been severely criticised by Wands-
worth Council, whose local residents will be equally, if not more, affected by the 
proposed development. As I write this report, Wandsworth Council is considering 
appealing to the Secretary of State.  We will also consider doing the same.  
 

Wimbledon Park  -  Masterplan or just messing! 
 

I am sure many local residents are just as curious as I am about the real reasons 
for the Council deciding to come up with this ‘Masterplan’. 

Having lived here for over 30 years, my family and I have enjoyed the park and 
seen great improvements over the years, bringing it to the state it is in today. The 
park, whilst not perfect, has a very reasonable balance of offerings between      
activities and open space for the local community and others who come from    
further afield. In my view, it doesn’t really need much changing. 

There is no question that the lake does need some attention; possibly de-silting 
to deepen it for fishing and sailing purposes and to improve the habitat for wild-
life. There are serious flooding issues suffered by the Golf Club and The Wimble-
don Club during the winter arising from the high level of the lake that is          
maintained by the Council, and it appears the dam itself does need some serious 
repair work. 

The stadium has been neglected for years and certainly needs upgrading.        
Considering it’s the only sports stadium in the borough, it is remarkable that the 
Council has invested so little over the years. I remember the first year we held a 
Fair in the stadium. We were appalled by the state of the toilets and showers and 
had to submit a major complaint to the Council, and insisted on them being deep 
cleaned before we would allow anyone to use them. The lack of proper admini-
stration was also obvious. Whether this park is the best place for the main sports 
stadium of the borough is questionable. However, it certainly needs serious       
investment. 

The Friends of Wimbledon Park and The Wimbledon Club have been in serious 
discussions with the Council over the last two years and came up with a very 
good plan for improving the stadium. However, the Council suddenly brought 
those discussions to a halt and decided to develop its own plan. Any proposition 
that secures private investment for the park has to be seriously considered. The 
Council’s attitude to this has been extremely disappointing. 

The consultation takes no account at all of what a successful park we already 
have. It seems to me that moving the stadium will achieve very little but incur    

Continued on page 18 
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Update from Stephen Hammond MP 
I am grateful for the opportunity to provide an update on the two big local issues 
affecting Wimbledon Park, Crossrail 2 and Merton Council’s plans to redevelop 
Wimbledon Park itself.  

Crossrail 2  

In the last few months I held another meeting with Michele Dix, Managing Director 
of Crossrail 2, where I raised once more the problems with the previous plans, 
and my hope that a tunnelling solution could be found to minimise disruption to 
Wimbledon. I also raised the importance of Crossrail working closely with the 
Wimbledon Town Centre Masterplan process. 

Ms Dix told me that all the comments received in the consultation from local resi-
dents have been heard and will be taken into account, and that they are on course 
to reveal new plans, with a further consultation in the autumn. Unfortunately, Ms 
Dix could not be precise about the timing.  

Additionally, in June in the House of Commons, I asked the Secretary of State for 
Transport to ensure that Crossrail 2 have the resources to undertake an extensive 
consultation to ensure all residents can have their say. He assured me there will 
be a significant level of consultation before work starts.  

Response to Issues Raised Report 
In July, Crossrail 2 published a report entitled ‘Response to Issues Raised’. This 
reflects upon the ideas brought forward during the consultation, including con-
firming those which will and will not be investigated further.  

At this point, Crossrail 2 feel unable to commit to any one solution for our area, 
and so the report primarily only tells us what investigations they are undertaking 
and what concerns the previous consultation has raised.  

The report states they are considering in depth a number of potential solutions 
for our area, including a tunnel for the fast trains or a reconfiguration of the sta-
tion. In terms of Wimbledon Park, the report acknowledges concerns that a Gap 
Road tunnel portal should be discrete and unobtrusive, and the need to consult 
with businesses about the need for the Weir Road industrial estate. 

Next Consultation in Autumn 
Crossrail 2 still expect to publish their new route option in the autumn, alongside 
a new consultation. At this point I will do everything I can to publicise the consul-
tation, as well as holding another public meeting with the Crossrail 2 team in 
Wimbledon.  

Whilst I want to find out what the new plans are for Wimbledon as soon as        
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Adams plumbing 

  ABK 

                          A.B.K. ACCOUNTANCY & TAX SERVICES 

  For All Your Accountancy, Taxation and Business needs 

 Accounts 
 Taxation 
 Self-employed 
 VAT Returns 
 Lettings Accounts 
 Wages -PAYE 
 Partnership  Accounts 
 Tax advice 

 Book Keeping Services 
 Management Accounts 
 Self- Assessment Tax       
    Returns 
 Limited Company Accounts 
 Company Formation 
 Sub-contractors C.I.S. 
 Tax Refunds 

 

All services at competitive rates 
59 Ashen Grove, Wimbledon Park, London SW19 8BL 

Tel: 020 8947 9931 – Fax: 020 8879 3412 – Mob: 07989770847 
Email:abk.accountancy@btinternet.com Website – www.abk-accountancy.com 

Adam’s Plumbing 
Southfields, SW18 

 
 
With 25 year’s experience, working in the 
Southfields area, I undertake all household 
plumbing and heating jobs. 
 
For a prompt call out, or to arrange a free estimate, 
please contact me on: 
 
 

07956 324460 
adams_plumbing@hotmail.co.uk 
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possible, I am pleased to see that Crossrail 2 are taking our concerns very         
seriously and are putting significant time and resource into considering alterna-
tive routes. One criticism of the previous consultation was that it seemed rushed 
and that it lacked detail, so I hope that the work put in at this stage will mean the 
new consultation does not suffer these flaws.  

 

Wimbledon Park Masterplan 
 

Merton Council has begun a process of developing a masterplan for the future of 
Wimbledon Park. The three options the Council has identified are:  

Option 1 - Minimal intervention – representing the least amount of change 
through minimal intervention. All existing uses and most existing facilities will be 
retained. The existing café building is demolished, with existing staff accommo-
dation relocated to a new structure. 

Option 2 - Maximising landscape character – representing a large amount of 
change while retaining all existing uses. The existing Athletics Compound is     
demolished and replaced with new facilities on the eastern edge of the Park 
alongside the railway line. 

Option 3 – Expanding Commercial Opportunities – representing a substantial 
amount of change including a new (3 storey) Watersports & Outdoor Centre   
building and Café. Improved setting for the Lake and providing opportunity for  
enhanced sight lines from the Great Field. 

I am surprised that Merton Council is spending money on Wimbledon Park, and at 
a time when they are cutting funding to Adult Social Care. Moreover, I understand 
the Council has not taken advantage of offers from the private sector, including 
Wimbledon Hockey Club, to help provide facilities in Wimbledon Park. Whilst 
even the much loved and used Wimbledon Park could be improved, I am not   
convinced this cost is justified.  

The consultation also provides no costings, which residents should be aware of 
when weighing up the options, and I believe there should have been a status quo 
option. I recommend that residents carefully consider the validity of this exercise, 
and I shall be writing in to suggest the status quo, or at worst, that minimal        
intervention should be the preferred solution.  

Justine Greening, MP for Putney, and I have written to Merton Council to make 
our views clear on their proposals. You can read our letter on my website, 
www.stephenhammond.net  
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Nam lobortis felis sed est commodo posuere. 

VANESSAFENTON@HOTMAIL.COM 
TEL. 07803 608 558 

10.45-11.45 TUESDAYS 
106  COTTENHAM PARK ROAD LONDON SW20  0SX 

 

Nam lobortis felis sed est commodo posuere.

EASY AND ACCESSIBLE. ADULTS ONLY.     

WITH VANESSA FENTON, EX DANCER WITH THE ROYAL BALLET.  

£10     NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY. GET FIT TO BEAUTIFUL MUSIC. 

{ ballet } 
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Wimbledon Park Residents’ Association 
 Front Garden Awards 

Summer 2016 
 

We are pleased to announce our annual Awards for attractive Front Gardens in 
Wimbledon Park.  A team of local residents looked at the eligible* gardens visible 
from the street to nominate their favourites.  From these, a panel of four judges     

arrived at the following decisions. 
 

Overall winner of the John Uden Cup and 
Best All-Year Interest Garden: 

7 Dora Road 

Well-constructed terraces on this steep, south-facing site contained a generous 
tapestry of mixed planting, with persicaria providing the dominant impact. Shrubs 
and perennials included pyracantha, berberis, choisya, hebe, hypericum,         
convolvulus cneorum, lavender, Corsican hellebore, and bergenia. Additional 
summer interest was provided by salvias, alchemilla mollis, heuchera,             
sisyrinchium, carnations, campanula and clematis. 
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Best Summer Interest Garden: 

22 Strathmore Road 
The initial impact of this tiny garden 
was provided by a column of          
red-violet clematis, to the left of the 
front entrance, flanked by a large 
fuschia with blooms of blue and 
crimson. Pots of pelargoniums and 
petunias filled the window sill, whilst 
containers with hydrangeas,           
begonias and petunias were            
arranged at ground level. The         
balcony at first-floor level had two 
large containers with dahlias, as well 
as pots of begonias hanging from the 
railing. Further examination revealed 
a decorative selection of house 
plants within the porch. 

 

 
Best Environmentally Sustainable Garden 

42 Durnsford Avenue 
 

The dense planting of this 
small west-facing front garden 
provided a haven for insects 
and invertebrates, and created 
an attractive green barrier be-
tween the road and house. 
Verbena bonariensis, grasses 
and allium seedheads vied 
with small shrubs and peren-
nials to give a ‘floaty’ layered 
effect. The showy white 
blooms of a philadelphus 
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DANIEL SMITH
CARPENTER AND SPECIALIST JOINER

Beautiful, bespoke carpentry including:
• Alcove Bookcases • Cupboards

• Wardrobes • Bookshelves
• Sash Windows • Doors

• Home Offices • Radiator Covers

Tel: 020 8874 5205 Mobile: 07950 251026,
E-mail: daniel-smith1@hotmail.co.uk

48 Lavenham Road Southfields London SW18 5HE
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Little Learners
Pre School & Nursery

(2-5 Years)

Please call for information on days, session
times and pick up locations

www.littlelearnersinthepark.co.uk

Two locations…
IN THE PARK -
Durnsford Pavilion
Durnsford Recreation Ground Wellington Road
Wimbledon Park SW19
Tel: 0774 9899976

IN THE GARDENS –
Coronation Gardens
95 Pirbright Rd
Southfields SW18 5NB
Tel: 07749 377 253

•	Wrap	around	care	&	pick	ups
 from some schools

•	Nursery	summer	playschemes

•	Registered	Outstanding	by	Ofsted
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shrub filled the front left-hand corner of the bed. Other planting included agapan-
thus, euphorbia, scabious, sedum, day lilies, eryngium, iris, alchemilla mollis, vale-
rian and sage. The small strip between the path and right-hand boundary fence 
was home to ferns and a small trained apple tree, bearing fruit.  

 
Three gardens were highly commended: 
 

School House, Havana Road, for a tranquil, predominantly white garden full of pollina-
tors in a variety of containers. These included digitalis, lobelia, cosmos, daisies, pan-
sies, arums and hydrangea.  A generous lawn offset a terrace of neat planters in the op-
posite corner, together with hanging baskets and pots against the house walls. 

 

16 Dawlish Avenue, for an ‘edible’ garden in raised planters constructed from recycled 
timber. The crops included sage and other herbs, cabbage, beet, chard, sweet corn, and 
raspberries. Floral interest was provided by lavender, roses and a hydrangea. 
 

154 Arthur Road, for a colourful display of bedding plants in a generous planter in front 
of the shop window. 
 

Presentation of the Awards 

will take place at the WPRA AGM on Thursday 20th October. 

Pictures of the winning and short-listed gardens will be on display. 
 

We would welcome more people to get involved with the judging, so if you are    
interested and are willing to spare a few hours of your time next summer, please 

get in touch. 
 

Contact Jill Farmer 

Tel: 020 8947 6572; email: jill.y.farmer@gmail.com 
 

*Footnote: 
The gardens of WPRA Committee Members, Ward Councillors, and those involved in the garden judging were not 
eligible for the Awards. 

WPRA Sum-Aut16 NL.indd   14 24/08/2016   19:11WPRA Sum-Aut16 NL.indd   14 24/08/2016   19:37



Little Learners
Pre School & Nursery

(2-5 Years)

Please call for information on days, session
times and pick up locations

www.littlelearnersinthepark.co.uk

Two locations…
IN THE PARK -
Durnsford Pavilion
Durnsford Recreation Ground Wellington Road
Wimbledon Park SW19
Tel: 0774 9899976

IN THE GARDENS –
Coronation Gardens
95 Pirbright Rd
Southfields SW18 5NB
Tel: 07749 377 253

•	Wrap	around	care	&	pick	ups
 from some schools

•	Nursery	summer	playschemes

•	Registered	Outstanding	by	Ofsted

14

Little Learners
Pre School & Nursery

(2-5 Years)

Please call for information on days, session
times and pick up locations

www.littlelearnersinthepark.co.uk

Two locations…
IN THE PARK -
Durnsford Pavilion
Durnsford Recreation Ground Wellington Road
Wimbledon Park SW19
Tel: 0774 9899976

IN THE GARDENS –
Coronation Gardens
95 Pirbright Rd
Southfields SW18 5NB
Tel: 07749 377 253

•	Wrap	around	care	&	pick	ups
 from some schools

•	Nursery	summer	playschemes

•	Registered	Outstanding	by	Ofsted

14 

 
 

shrub filled the front left-hand corner of the bed. Other planting included agapan-
thus, euphorbia, scabious, sedum, day lilies, eryngium, iris, alchemilla mollis, vale-
rian and sage. The small strip between the path and right-hand boundary fence 
was home to ferns and a small trained apple tree, bearing fruit.  

 
Three gardens were highly commended: 
 

School House, Havana Road, for a tranquil, predominantly white garden full of pollina-
tors in a variety of containers. These included digitalis, lobelia, cosmos, daisies, pan-
sies, arums and hydrangea.  A generous lawn offset a terrace of neat planters in the op-
posite corner, together with hanging baskets and pots against the house walls. 

 

16 Dawlish Avenue, for an ‘edible’ garden in raised planters constructed from recycled 
timber. The crops included sage and other herbs, cabbage, beet, chard, sweet corn, and 
raspberries. Floral interest was provided by lavender, roses and a hydrangea. 
 

154 Arthur Road, for a colourful display of bedding plants in a generous planter in front 
of the shop window. 
 

Presentation of the Awards 

will take place at the WPRA AGM on Thursday 20th October. 

Pictures of the winning and short-listed gardens will be on display. 
 

We would welcome more people to get involved with the judging, so if you are    
interested and are willing to spare a few hours of your time next summer, please 

get in touch. 
 

Contact Jill Farmer 

Tel: 020 8947 6572; email: jill.y.farmer@gmail.com 
 

*Footnote: 
The gardens of WPRA Committee Members, Ward Councillors, and those involved in the garden judging were not 
eligible for the Awards. 

WPRA Sum-Aut16 NL.indd   14 24/08/2016   19:11 WPRA Sum-Aut16 NL.indd   15 24/08/2016   19:37



1616

Get Set for a  
Fruity Summer!

If you have lots of fruit in your garden and can’t use it all,  
then please get in touch with ABUNDANCE. We can collect fruit and pass 
it on to others to make jams, juice or puddings. Some of it will go to local 

charities providing food for the homeless and elderly e.g. Wimbledon 
Guild and the Drop-In Centre for the Homeless in Kingston Rd.

ABUNDANCE FRUIT DAY is our big annual event and is on Saturday  
17th September 11am-2pm at St Mark’s Church garden Wimbledon, behind 

the Library – so please put it in your diary! Come and get some ultra-
fresh juice from the fruit press or buy homemade jams, chutneys and 

cakes and enjoy the music and games – Entry is FREE.

Last year John Innes Society members helped us gather 1,806 kilos of 
fruit and we thank everyone who also kindly contributed. 

To donate your fruit this year, find out more or if you’d like to  
help in any way, please contact abundancewimbledon@gmail.com  

or telephone Juliet 020 8946 2514. 

Our website is www.abundancewimbledon.com

16 

 

 

 

Friends of Wimbledon Park (FOWP) 
FOWP have been celebrating the three hundred year anniversary of the birth of 
one of England’s finest landscape architects, Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown. 
The celebrations have included the placing of commemorative plaques on the 
three gates of Wimbledon Park and the gates of both the Wimbledon Park Golf 
Club and The Wimbledon Club—the properties of which make up the remaining 
‘Heritage’ Park. 

 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
An accompanied walk around the Heritage Park included talks by Dave Dawson 
and other knowledgeable individuals, a stop for refreshments at the pavilion Café, 
finishing up at The Wimbledon Club for a presentation by Steffie Shields, well-
known biographer of Brown, which was followed by a further wonderful tea       
provided by the Club. 
 

Finally, there was an exhibition at the Norman Plastow Gallery curated by Martin 
Sumpton, (picture below). The exhibition is a mixture of wonderful maps of      
various stages of development of the Park by Dave Dawson, a variety of related 
pictures provided by generous individuals and organisations, which included rare 
old postcards collected over the years by Ken Ball.  
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the Library – so please put it in your diary! Come and get some ultra-
fresh juice from the fruit press or buy homemade jams, chutneys and 
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Last year John Innes Society members helped us gather 1,806 kilos of 
fruit and we thank everyone who also kindly contributed. 
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extra costs and simply aggravate the residents who live on the opposite side from 
where it is now. Combining the children’s play areas and sacrificing the open 
green space beside the enormously popular Elizabeth Pool would be a very      
retrograde step. The area is used by thousands of families with small children 
every year. I think we all probably agree that moving the rather ugly boathouse 
from it’s over prominent position to a location nearer the Stadium would be a 
good move. 
Apart from the tennis courts, volley ball courts, crazy golf, boating on the lake 
and other activities for which the Council charges, the regular injections of addi-
tional income that accrue from such events as Firework displays and Wimbledon 
fortnight, must make the park the biggest income generator of all the parks and 
open spaces in Merton. 
This possibly makes the park a net contributor to the financing of all parks and 
open spaces in the borough. However, it seems impossible to extract the financial 
facts from Merton on this. 
Part of the consultation focuses on ‘sustainability’ – another word for income 
generation.  However, I see little in the plans proposed which will, in any meaning-
ful way, improve the earning capacity of the park. Clearly, the Council needs to 
stop trying to be event managers where it has no experience and leave it to      
professionals. Last year the loss on the Music in the Park event was reported to 
be £80,000 and this year the plans have been cancelled at a reported loss of 
£100,000. The Council insists that the park is a destination park and should be 
geared for people from all over the borough. My view is that the local community 
is the main regular user and should have the main say on what happens. 
Some of you may remember the Glasspoole Thompson report commissioned by 
the Council in 1998 at a cost, I understand, of between fifty and one hundred thou-
sand pounds. It was an excellent report that recognised the important heritage of 
the park and made many good recommendations. However, the Council ended up 
doing exactly nothing about it. Now we have another set of consultants drawing 
up plans for the park based on what appears a very limited brief by the Council. 
The cost, I understand, is around £150,000. We also understand that £1.5m has 
been set aside by the Council for improvements in Wimbledon Park. It is difficult 
to understand how the Council can be making huge cuts to Adult Social Care 
whilst spending approximately £5m on bringing in wheelie bins which nobody 
wants, and spending money on plans for the park which are not necessary. 
The Council is talking about a 25 year plan. Twenty five years is far too long. What 
we need is action to make these essential and long overdue improvements over 
the next five years. We are co-founders and supporters of the Friends of Wimble-
don Park and that is the group which the Council should be working with to plan 
the future of the park.     Iain Simpson 
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Family Law at McGlennons Solicitors 
 

McGlennons is pleased to announce that we have extended our family law 

capability with the addition of a new consultant solicitor, Barbara Morris, who 

specialises in this area. Barbara has extensive experience of divorce and civil 

partnership dissolution and related financial arrangements.  

If you would like to have a completely confidential, no-obligation chat about 

your own circumstances, please feel free to contact Barbara at 

b.morris@mcglennons.co.uk – there is no charge for an initial 20 minute 

consultation. 
 
For any other enquiries, please contact: 

 
William Essex 

McGlennons 

157 Arthur Road, Wimbledon Park, London, SW19 8AD 

020-8946 6015   /   email: mail@mcglennons.co.uk 

 

The Complexities of Modern Marriage 

Relationships in the twenty-first century can be anything but simple but one way to 

bring clarity to your impending marriage would be to enter into a pre-nuptial 

agreement with your proposed spouse. How unromantic, you may say, but 

establishing boundaries before entering into what may be one of the most important 
relationships of your life is invaluable. A pre-nuptial agreement can be used to plan 

how you will divide your current and future wealth and assets between you in the 

event your relationship proves unsuccessful. They are particularly useful in 

circumstances where the parties are financially secure before the marriage and have 

assets, ranging from houses and businesses interests to heirlooms and other more 

sentimental items which they wish to protect. 

 

While it used to be the case that pre-nuptial agreements were unusual, primarily 

because the court would not enforce them, this is no longer the case, and many 
people, particularly, for example, when entering into a second marriage, are 

choosing this prudent course. A little extra thought at the outset can save a great 

deal of stress and anguish later in the event the relationship does not proceed as 

was anticipated. 

 

In fact, the scope of contractual agreements which regulate finances during a 

relationship has been extended to include ‘cohabitation agreements’ and even 

agreements to regulate financial arrangements after marriage. 
 

If you would like to discuss whether a pre-nuptial, post nuptial agreement or 

cohabitation agreement may suitable for you, then please contact Barbara Morris at 

McGlennons: b.morris@mcglennons.co.uk or phone 0208 946 6015. 
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 Providing legal services in Wimbledon Park since 1995.  We specialise in: 
 
 Wills & Lasting Powers of Attorney 
 Probate & Estate Administration 
 Residential & Commercial Conveyancing 
 Leasehold Extensions & Freehold Enfranchisement 
 Landlord & Tenant 
 Dispute Resolution & Family Law 
 

No charge - 20 minute initial consultation 
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your own circumstances, please feel free to contact Barbara at 

b.morris@mcglennons.co.uk – there is no charge for an initial 20 minute 

consultation. 
 
For any other enquiries, please contact: 

 
William Essex 

McGlennons 

157 Arthur Road, Wimbledon Park, London, SW19 8AD 

020-8946 6015   /   email: mail@mcglennons.co.uk 

 

The Complexities of Modern Marriage 

Relationships in the twenty-first century can be anything but simple but one way to 

bring clarity to your impending marriage would be to enter into a pre-nuptial 

agreement with your proposed spouse. How unromantic, you may say, but 

establishing boundaries before entering into what may be one of the most important 
relationships of your life is invaluable. A pre-nuptial agreement can be used to plan 

how you will divide your current and future wealth and assets between you in the 

event your relationship proves unsuccessful. They are particularly useful in 

circumstances where the parties are financially secure before the marriage and have 

assets, ranging from houses and businesses interests to heirlooms and other more 
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While it used to be the case that pre-nuptial agreements were unusual, primarily 
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WIMBLEDON PARK: THE MASTERPLAN 

Merton Council has started the process of Public Consultation inviting feedback 
on Masterplan options that explore “how we can protect and enhance Wimbledon 
Park’s heritage and ecology, while offering options for increased opportunities for 
greater engagement and participation in sports, cultural and leisure activities. At 
the same time, we are seeking to create a sustainable future for the Park, whilst 
improving its long-term financial viability. This will be a vision for the next 25 
years!”. 

The Masterplan options developed to date have been prepared by Merton over the 
last few months working with consultants, park users and “other community 
groups”, albeit not individualised. This consultation process h da  a set  deadline
for whoever is interested or affected by the long term proposals wishing to      
provide comments or feedback for consideration up to 22nd August 2016. After 
this date, Merton’s Cabinet will consider the outcome of the consultation,           
following which Merton’s consultant team will develop a final, fully-costed       
Masterplan and a detailed business case for Wimbledon Park and Lake. 

Those of you who routinely visit Wimbledon Park in your daily life will have        
already seen ten boards illustrating the consultation proposals pinned up by      
Merton on the fence around the tennis courts opposite the Cafeteria. The boards 
are unnecessarily spread apart making their reading, continuity and                  
comprehension somewhat difficult. 

Those of you who prefer to exercise on the internet, most likely have visited    
wimbledonparkconsultation.com to get a view of the same information aided by a 
general introduction and  further introductory comments to various sections by 
Merton, enabling readers to get a better understanding of the background infor-
mation and concepts underpinning the Masterplan proposals, as well as the      
opportunity to comment directly on line on the proposals. 

Masterplan proposals to create a sustainable future for the Park shouldn’t be  
controversial - who would object to such a noble purpose? However, we need to 
be careful about the understanding of the meaning of sustainable future for the 
Park, for it seems that for most people ‘sustainability’ is primarily linked to the 
preservation and improvement of the contextual eco-system, while for Merton 
Council it seems that the term is more importantly linked to its long-term financial 
viability. 

While again, most people do agree with the notion of offering increased opportu-
nities for greater engagement and participation in sports, cultural and leisure    
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Eddie Driscoll 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 aferS eighbourhoodN eamT    Crime Prevention Advice  
Ensure that you lock all doors and windows when you are not at home. 
Check your current locks and see if there are any improvements that you can 
make. If you have a home alarm use it! 
If you are going away or on holiday let a trusted neighbour know. 
They will then be able to keep an eye on your house for you 
If you have CCTV make sure it is of a good quality and positioned at the best 
points to catch any offenders. 
A number of people in the Village ward have CCTV but a lot of the times it is of 
poor quality which is no use to police for identifying the suspect.  
Do not leave house keys or car keys near your front door in your hallway. 
Offenders can use sticks or pieces of wire to hook these keys through your letter 
box which is known as ‘fishing’. (Have a look through your letterbox and see how 
easy it would be). 
Don’t leave tools or ladders in your garden. 
Make sure these are locked in your garage or sheds as they can be utilized to 
break into your house.  
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The residential surroundings are not mentioned except for the reference in the 
Land Ownership Plan to private housing in Southdean Gardens. Perhaps it 
was felt that if you already have a railway line at the back of your garden, you 
could live with some additional noise and light pollution as well. 

Local neighbours have already questioned Masterplan proposals 2 and 3 and a 
Petition to the Leader of Wandsworth Council is under way, as can be seen on 
the web entering Save Wimbledon Park – Stop the Stadium move, where they 
argue their case. 

The debate about the proposals will go on for the next months until a Master-
plan emerges that will hopefully encompass the concerns of the whole com-
munity and secure a great future for Wimbledon Park; in my view, principally, 
not as a sports facility of Olympian scale, but simply as a Park! 

Finally, as masterplans are by their nature a compromise of many ideas, I will 
dare to suggest that perhaps to achieve a greater visual and physical connec-
tivity between the Lake and the Great Field, there is a simpler option of ‘sliding’ 
the position of the Athletics Compound to the north alongside its boundary 
with the Golf Club to a point where, while still retaining a reasonable view of 
the Park and sightlines when approached from Wimbledon Park Road, the inte-
gration between the Great Field and the Lake is greatly improved. 

Mario L Avendano, RIBA 

 

************************************* 

Merton Walk 4life  
Free health walks in Merton’s parks and open spaces. Walking in the 
fresh air is good for you, lowering blood pressure and helping other 
health issues such as diabetes, and building strong bones and flexi-
bility. Plus you can make new friends too. Walk in safety with our led 
walks which last around 1 hour but you can walk for less and at your 
own pace. Details of walk venue’s, dates and times on our web site. 

 www.merton.gov.uk/walk4life For more information contact 
road.safety@merton.gov.uk or telephone 020 8545 3206  
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activities, these needs cannot be judged by their potential financial revenue con-
tribution to make the Park a self-sufficient commercial enterprise. Clearly we live 
through very demanding economical times affecting Local and Central govern-
ment resources. However, some of we Council Tax payers, are still willing that our 
contribution goes to the maintenance of our parks and open spaces without treat-
ing these as an additional income source for the Council. 

The Masterplan Options and the Sport and Leisure Options explore ways of ra-
tionalising the use of the space, returning the Lake to its position as a visible and 
accessible central feature of the Park, as initially conceived by its eminent de-
signer. This is certainly a key proposal worth considering from a landscaping 
viewpoint. What is not so clear is that this rationalisation hopes to bring further 
facilities for other activities, rather than looking at ways of returning more space 
to landscaped areas. This concern poses the following questions: 

In any Masterplan Option, if there is surplus provision of tennis courts, do we 
need to bring in its place a multi-purpose pitch for mini-soccer, ball games, etc., 
or should this space be returned to landscape? 

In any Sport and Leisure Option, is it really essential to move the Field Events 
currently provided for within the area inside the Track to a new fenced-off area 
outside the Athletics Compound to allow for bringing in a 3G synthetic sports 
pitch, including floodlight, for hockey and other sports, thus further eroding the 
free Great Field space? 

The most controversial proposals, though, are those shown in Masterplan Op-
tions 2 and 3 that move the Athletics Compound to new upgraded facilities on the 
eastern edge of the Park alongside the railway line. Looking at the Park site in iso-
lation as an introverted concern, the relocation of the proposed new upgraded fa-
cilities to this end of the Park seems to tick many boxes in terms of overall bene-
fits, save for one major consideration;  it moves the facilities too close to the ex-
isting residential neighbours alongside Elsenham Street. This is a particular con-
cern when the relocation is combined with the Sport and Leisure Option A, as a 
sporting facility of intensified use and a potential money spinner for other cultural 
events. 

It is good practice when formulating Masterplan proposals to refer back to almost 
square one and look more carefully at the Site Analysis to understand and define 
what are the restrictions posed by the context. In this case, it is evident from the 
analysis provided in the consultation boards that the study focused only on the 
study area.  
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could live with some additional noise and light pollution as well. 

Local neighbours have already questioned Masterplan proposals 2 and 3 and a 
Petition to the Leader of Wandsworth Council is under way, as can be seen on 
the web entering Save Wimbledon Park – Stop the Stadium move, where they 
argue their case. 

The debate about the proposals will go on for the next months until a Master-
plan emerges that will hopefully encompass the concerns of the whole com-
munity and secure a great future for Wimbledon Park; in my view, principally, 
not as a sports facility of Olympian scale, but simply as a Park! 

Finally, as masterplans are by their nature a compromise of many ideas, I will 
dare to suggest that perhaps to achieve a greater visual and physical connec-
tivity between the Lake and the Great Field, there is a simpler option of ‘sliding’ 
the position of the Athletics Compound to the north alongside its boundary 
with the Golf Club to a point where, while still retaining a reasonable view of 
the Park and sightlines when approached from Wimbledon Park Road, the inte-
gration between the Great Field and the Lake is greatly improved. 

Mario L Avendano, RIBA 

 

************************************* 

Merton Walk 4life  
Free health walks in Merton’s parks and open spaces. Walking in the 
fresh air is good for you, lowering blood pressure and helping other 
health issues such as diabetes, and building strong bones and flexi-
bility. Plus you can make new friends too. Walk in safety with our led 
walks which last around 1 hour but you can walk for less and at your 
own pace. Details of walk venue’s, dates and times on our web site. 

 www.merton.gov.uk/walk4life For more information contact 
road.safety@merton.gov.uk or telephone 020 8545 3206  
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activities, these needs cannot be judged by their potential financial revenue con-
tribution to make the Park a self-sufficient commercial enterprise. Clearly we live 
through very demanding economical times affecting Local and Central govern-
ment resources. However, some of we Council Tax payers, are still willing that our 
contribution goes to the maintenance of our parks and open spaces without treat-
ing these as an additional income source for the Council. 

The Masterplan Options and the Sport and Leisure Options explore ways of ra-
tionalising the use of the space, returning the Lake to its position as a visible and 
accessible central feature of the Park, as initially conceived by its eminent de-
signer. This is certainly a key proposal worth considering from a landscaping 
viewpoint. What is not so clear is that this rationalisation hopes to bring further 
facilities for other activities, rather than looking at ways of returning more space 
to landscaped areas. This concern poses the following questions: 

In any Masterplan Option, if there is surplus provision of tennis courts, do we 
need to bring in its place a multi-purpose pitch for mini-soccer, ball games, etc., 
or should this space be returned to landscape? 

In any Sport and Leisure Option, is it really essential to move the Field Events 
currently provided for within the area inside the Track to a new fenced-off area 
outside the Athletics Compound to allow for bringing in a 3G synthetic sports 
pitch, including floodlight, for hockey and other sports, thus further eroding the 
free Great Field space? 

The most controversial proposals, though, are those shown in Masterplan Op-
tions 2 and 3 that move the Athletics Compound to new upgraded facilities on the 
eastern edge of the Park alongside the railway line. Looking at the Park site in iso-
lation as an introverted concern, the relocation of the proposed new upgraded fa-
cilities to this end of the Park seems to tick many boxes in terms of overall bene-
fits, save for one major consideration;  it moves the facilities too close to the ex-
isting residential neighbours alongside Elsenham Street. This is a particular con-
cern when the relocation is combined with the Sport and Leisure Option A, as a 
sporting facility of intensified use and a potential money spinner for other cultural 
events. 

It is good practice when formulating Masterplan proposals to refer back to almost 
square one and look more carefully at the Site Analysis to understand and define 
what are the restrictions posed by the context. In this case, it is evident from the 
analysis provided in the consultation boards that the study focused only on the 
study area.  
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The fruit hedge was plante ,d  by residents in 2012, in Durnsford Rec to celebrate the 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. The plaque above has just been erected, providing all the 

information about the various species. All residents are welcome to pick the fruit. 
The photo below shows the group involved in the final mulching. 
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Welcome to Z group! 
 

Accountancy    ·    Legal    ·    Architecture 
 
We are an Alternative Business Structure (ABS) offering a comprehensive suite 
of accounting, legal, tax, wealth protection and management consultancy 
services to our personal and business clients. We are a truly integrated end-to-
end "one-stop" shop. 
We build lasting relationships with generations of families, focusing on wealth 
protection and Inheritance Tax. 
 
Philosophy 
Bespoke – Each client is as unique as we are. Our highly experienced team 
help our clients achieve their personal and business goals through collaborative, 
fresh thinking. 
Financial – We help you make the right financial, investment and wealth 
protection decisions taking into consideration our comprehensive understanding 
of your world. 
Intelligence – Our diverse multidisciplinary team use their extensive technical 
skills and judgement to help you reduce costs, manage risks and identify 
opportunities to grow. 
 
Services 
· Conveyancing · Wills, Probate & LPA · Family Law 
· Statutory Accounts · Company Formations · Tax Planning 
· Buying / Selling a Business · Employment & HR · Litigation 
· Architectural Services · Planning Consultancy · Trusts 
 
Z group   Park House   158-160 Arthur Road   London   SW19 8AQ 

t: 020 8944 1180 e: info@zgrp.co.uk w: www.zgrp.co.uk 
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The photo above shows the first day of planting the fruit hedge in 2012.  Lots of 
help from residents and children from Wimbledon Park Primary. All under the        
direction of Jane Plant our invaluable Merton Tree warden. 

Below and top right on the opposite page shows what it looks like today. 
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Notice of Annual General Meeting 
Date: Thursday 20th October 2015 

Time: 8.00pm 

Venue: Wimbledon Park Hall 

170 Arthur Road 

Agenda 

Minutes of last meeting 

Matters arising 

Treasurer’s Report 

Chairman’s Report 

Election of Officers 

AOB 

Refreshments will be served after the meeting 
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ROBERT HOLMES

35 High Street, Wimbledon Village, London SW19 5BY  

Telephone: Sales 020 8947 9833   |   Lettings 020 8879 9669

www.robertholmes.co.uk

Surveyors, Valuers & Estate Agents

We are pleased to support the Wimbledon Park Residents Association

At the heart of the community
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Arthur Road Butcher’s Shop 
An update from Ruth and Dave Dawson 

When the Butcher’s shop at 157 Arthur Road was listed by English Heritage in  
November 2014, we were delighted. We thought it was unusually good and had 
submitted it for consideration in September 2014, but had no idea how unique it 
was. The shop was considered special by English Heritage because it was unusu-
ally intact and typical of early Edwardian design. English Heritage knew of only 
three comparable shops anywhere in the country. The principal reasons given by 
English Heritage for the listing were intactness, rarity, typical architectural fea-
tures and the decorative scheme. The scheme included tiling and the scrolled 
wrought iron brackets for hanging meat. 

But, it was already in trouble. In the brief period between English Heritage        
carrying out their inspection and the formal listing, behind the scenes the interior 

fo   the shop was damaged. All the brackets were removed and one tiled interior 
wall was demolished. Although tiling remained on two other walls and on the 
shop front, the decorative scheme was left less intact. Could the position be      
recovered? Apparently not, as a building has no special protection until it is      
actually listed. So, we were very pleased when, in April last year, permission was 
given to replace the demolished wall, but on condition that the lost tiling be       
replaced. 

The wall was replaced over a year ago but there’s still no sign of any replacement 
tiles. This infringed the planning condition and people have been complaining to 
the Council about this. The owner then applied to the Council to have the          
condition changed, so that he would not be required to replicate the “green tree 
motif” and “yellow swag frieze tiles”. The Council refused to allow this for two 
reasons. First, they sought a positive outcome, but found no way to resolve the 
conflict. Second, the result would infringe national, London and local planning 
policies. You can see this decision, and other background, online, using Merton’s 
Planning Explorer: search for application number 15/P3304. 

Then, in mid-August, we were notified of an appeal by the shop owner to remove 
the planning condition. This appeal will be heard by a Planning Inspector in an in-
formal hearing. You can give your views (citing the planning application number 
and your name and address), by 14th September. You need to provide three copies 
to: The Planning Inspectorate, Room 3/06 Kite Wing, Temple Quay House, 2 The 
Square, Temple Quay, Bristol BS1 6PN. No date, time nor venue has been set for 
the informal hearing, but people will be given the opportunity to speak there. 
Please tell us if you make any submissions, so that we can co-ordinate with you 
at the hearing (dandrdawson@hotmail.com). 
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Wimbledon Park Safer Neighbourhood Team 
 

Wimbledon Park Safer Neighbourhood is made up of two officers PC Roberts 
203VW and PCSO Matthews 7173VW. 
Update on our Ward Priorities  

Burglary 

Burglary is one of the three ward priorities for Police to tackle on Wimbledon Park 
ward. Burglaries are recorded as domestic, commercial and attempted. In January 
2016 there were 9 Burglaries, February 12, March 17, April 9, May 11 and June 6. 
We have worked hard to bring these numbers down over the past few months and 
last month saw the lowest number of recorded burglaries in the past six months. 
If you live in certain parts of the ward then you may have had burglary alert leaf-
lets come through your letterbox.  

Another great scheme we promote is Merton Council’s Alley Gates. If you live in a 
street of terrace houses with paths running at the back of your garden then alley 
gates is a great crime prevention measure. Large metal gates can be installed at 
each end of the alley to prevent intruders from accessing the paths that run at the 
back of residents’ gardens. The Council will provide grants of up to 45% towards 
the cost of gating schemes in the Borough, the remainder of the cost would be 
split between each household in the street. For more information, or if you and 
your neighbours think that you may be interested in the scheme, then please call 
0208 545 4786 or visit the website at www.merton.gov.uk/alleygating. 

Under the name Operation Fortress to try and prevent domestic burglaries, we   
offer free crime prevention home visits.  We can visit your home at a convenient 
time and provide advice on:  

1) How secure is your home 

2) How you may be able to improve your house’s security  

3) Inexpensive ways of better securing your windows and doors. 

Many push bikes are also stolen from the front and rear of residents’ houses by 
opportunist criminals who take advantage of insecure bicycles. We always make 
sure we lock our cars and front doors but sometimes neglect the security of our 
bicycles. If unattended anywhere please secure your bike with a lock preferably to 
a fixed object such as a lamppost.  
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HM ELECTRICAL 

Local Electrician - all domestic electrical work undertaken 
from additional sockets/lights to full rewires. Includes testing 

& certification. Please call or email for quote. 

Tel 07866 433378 

Email hector@hmelectrical.org.uk 

51 Ashen Grove, Wimbledon Park, SW19 8BL 

Private Tuition P R I VAT E
T U I T I O N

For entry to:
Wimbledon and Putney High 

Schools at 4+
Kings College Wimbledon 

at 7+ and 8+
Proven record of success

Juliet Johnston
Tel: 07882 435073

www.summerhousetuition.com
Juliet took our son from a good state school to a top independent school... in 3 months!
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ward. Burglaries are recorded as domestic, commercial and attempted. In January 
2016 there were 9 Burglaries, February 12, March 17, April 9, May 11 and June 6. 
We have worked hard to bring these numbers down over the past few months and 
last month saw the lowest number of recorded burglaries in the past six months. 
If you live in certain parts of the ward then you may have had burglary alert leaf-
lets come through your letterbox.  

Another great scheme we promote is Merton Council’s Alley Gates. If you live in a 
street of terrace houses with paths running at the back of your garden then alley 
gates is a great crime prevention measure. Large metal gates can be installed at 
each end of the alley to prevent intruders from accessing the paths that run at the 
back of residents’ gardens. The Council will provide grants of up to 45% towards 
the cost of gating schemes in the Borough, the remainder of the cost would be 
split between each household in the street. For more information, or if you and 
your neighbours think that you may be interested in the scheme, then please call 
0208 545 4786 or visit the website at www.merton.gov.uk/alleygating. 

Under the name Operation Fortress to try and prevent domestic burglaries, we   
offer free crime prevention home visits.  We can visit your home at a convenient 
time and provide advice on:  

1) How secure is your home 

2) How you may be able to improve your house’s security  

3) Inexpensive ways of better securing your windows and doors. 

Many push bikes are also stolen from the front and rear of residents’ houses by 
opportunist criminals who take advantage of insecure bicycles. We always make 
sure we lock our cars and front doors but sometimes neglect the security of our 
bicycles. If unattended anywhere please secure your bike with a lock preferably to 
a fixed object such as a lamppost.  
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As well as home security visits we also offer free bike marking. We can visit your 
home and mark and register your bike. For further information please email wim-
bledonpark.snt@met.police.uk or call us on 0208 7212452. 

Motor Vehicle Crime 

Our second ward priority is motor vehicle crime. This includes theft of motor ve-
hicles, theft from and criminal damage to motor vehicles. Over the past two 
months we have unfortunately seen a rise in these types of crimes. In January 
2016 there were 14 reports, February 12, March, 14, April 12, May 16 and June 21. 
If a vehicle is stolen we attend the venue and check for CCTV and speak with the 
surrounding neighbours in an attempt to trace any potential witnesses. You may 
have seen motor vehicle crime prevention banners attached to lampposts 
throughout the ward.  

Again many motor vehicle crimes can be prevented as they are often committed 
by opportunist criminals. Always remember to lock all your doors and windows 
and remove all valuables from your vehicle. We are also finding that many high 
value vehicles are being stolen by criminals copying vehicle owner’s key fobs. 
To try and prevent this, consider using a ‘crook lock’ that were popular 20-30 
years ago. 

Many vehicles are also stolen with their keys. This occurs when the victim 
leaves their car keys on a table in the hall and the car thieves use a rod with a 
magnetic edge to hook the keys from the table and out through the letterbox. So 
always try to remember to leave your keys somewhere safe and out of the reach 
of criminals. 

Anti-Social Behaviour 

The third priority for Wimbledon Park ward is anti-social behavior. Arthur Road 
was suffering from groups of males drinking in the street and urinating in public. 
Once complaints were received, patrols were increased and these males were 
identified, warned about their behaviour and moved on. Legislation under Mer-
ton’s no drinking zone was introduced which meant that any vessel containing 
alcohol was seized and destroyed. 

We are also experiencing anti-social behaviour around Weir Road and Brick-
fields Road. Here residents have complained about egg throwing, name calling, 
dog barking, bonfires and youths on scrambler motorbikes. We are working 
closely with Merton Council and environmental health. Legislation under section 
59 of the Road Traffic Act regarding seizure of motor vehicles being used in anti-
social behaviour and for no insurance will be used if and when appropriate. 

See SNT advice on Crime Prevention on page 23 
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Contact Pamela Healy

pam.2015@outlook.com
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This arrangement of Roses and Lavender was planted by the WPRA in Kenilworth 
Green, in 2012, to celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.  It has been looked after 

by us and grown into what you see below. 
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The tradition of WPRA planting and maintaining flower boxes in Arthur Road was 
started in 2005. For many years they received the lavish attention of Michael Moore.  

Since he retired we struggle to keep up the high standard he set!   
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Carmela Guida’s
School of Ballet

RAD BALLET
MODERN/CONTEMPORARY
BK BALLET FLOOR BARRE

ADULT CLASSES

…IN EAST PUTNEY
AND WIMBLEDON PARK

To arrange a free trial class visit:

www.carmelaguidaballet.co.uk
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In testing times you need an agent with 
good local knowledge, experience and 

dedication. 

 
 
 
 
 

Wimbledon Park’s local agent 
 

Call us today to arrange your free valuation: 
020 8944 9898 

 Professional photography, floor plans and brochures. 
 Members of the Property Ombudsmen.                                      
 Unrivalled service and fees  
 22 years of proven success within Wimbledon Park.  
 Located prominently opposite Wimbledon Park station. 
 A local business supporting the local community.  

Proud supporters of: 
 
                    

                               
          www.burlingtonresidential.co.uk 

 

                          Wimbledon Park’s local agent 

Sale agreed above asking price 
Normanton Avenue, SW19 
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