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Mr I Hewitt  
Chairman  
AELTC  
Church Road  
Wimbledon  
London  
SW19 5AE May 24th 2021 
 
 
 
Dear Mr Hewitt, 
 
THE AELTC WIMBLEDON PARK PROJECT – CONSULTATION 2 
 
The Wimbledon Park Residents’ Association (WPRA) has been established for many 
years and its members span the entire Ward of Wimbledon Park, a ward of 
approximately 12,000 residents and 4,500 households. We take an interest in a wide 
range of matters affecting the lives of residents and were, more recently, instrumental 
in the establishment of Wimbledon Park Hall and Café and the Wimbledon Park 
Community Trust, the charitable trust that runs it. We also were co-founders of the 
Friends of Wimbledon Park and act as the Friends of Durnsford Recreation Ground. 
 
The WPRA has taken an active role in the public consultation process started by the 
AELTC in connection with their proposals for the development of the Wimbledon Park 
Golf Course land. We have circulated to our members and other residents all the 
information as it has been made available to us for the AELTC on-line Consultations 
stages 1 and 2, and have encouraged individual feed-back and responses to the 
proposals which will have a significant impact on the future of our neighbourhood. 
 
We have also made contact with other local Resident Associations and other interested 
groups and societies to establish, with a wider base, the views, improvements and 
aspirations that our community might like to see incorporated in the masterplan 
proposals. 
 
WPRA strongly welcomed the statements made by the AELTC appertaining to the 
sensitive planning designation of the site as a Historic Registered Park & Garden 
(Grade II*) located in Metropolitan Open Land, the investigation of the relevant history 
of the site, the analysis of the existing features including landscaping, ecology and 
biodiversity to be retained, up-graded and preserved as a main motive for the emerging 
proposals. 
 
Consultation 1 stated that the AELTC ideas were still at an early stage of development. 
However, planning permission for the proposals will be sought from both Merton and 
Wandsworth around July this year; not a great deal of time to consider the overall 
project when we have not yet seen all the details.  
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Consultation 2 focuses on sharing the AELTC outline thinking and emerging themes to 
deliver the objectives set up in the previous stage, expanding on the core principles 
that sustain the proposals for the Championships, as well as the potential for year-
round experience and benefits for the community. 
 
However, we feel that, at this stage, the proposals fall far short of the stated aims. The 
following are our comments on some of the salient aspects of the emerging proposals, 
and also questions where the information available has yet to be expanded. 
 
Tennis in the Parkland 
 
Central to the AELTC proposals is the incorporation of 39 new tennis courts with 
associated ancillary buildings including a so-called ‘energy centre’ about which there is 
very little detail, and a new 8,000 seat show court in a wider restored parkland of 
character referenced back to the original Brown design. 
 
We are concerned that, in principle and in design, proposals of this scale are totally 
inappropriate for a designated Metropolitan Open Land as acknowledged by AELTC in 
its initial statements for the character of the area. 
 
The number of courts proposed is excessive given that the existing qualifying 
tournament uses only (we understand) 16 courts at the Bank of England site. The main 
site on Church Road has 18 grass courts. Clearly a more detailed justification for the 
number proposed is required. 
 
It is also difficult to reconcile how this intensification of tennis court provision would 
deliver a net ecological and biodiversity gain. In regard to this point, we would refer you 
to comments already lodged by Dave Dawson, local Ecologist and well-known and 
acknowledged historian of Wimbledon Park. 
 
Similarly, the proposal for a show court seating 8,000 and with retractable roof seems 
totally out of scale and inappropriate when considered against the current MOL status 
of the parkland. This would be the third largest show court, larger than Court 2. The 
National Planning Policy Framework clearly says that a local planning authority should 
regard the construction of new buildings as inappropriate in the Green Belt (equivalent 
to MOL). Exceptions are buildings that facilitate sport use as long as they ‘preserve the 
openness’ of the Green Belt. Such a potential ‘blot’ on the landscape will hardly fulfil 
that Condition. 
 
We wonder if a feasibility study has been undertaken exploring the location of the 
proposed new show court within the AELTC land west of Church Road where the 
massing of such building would not be so intrusive and out of scale with its 
surroundings. In addition, the necessary support facilities would already largely exist. 
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Other concerns relate to the degree of consultation and collaboration between the 
current landowners of the site inclusive of the public Wimbledon Park. The proposals by 
AELTC for the Golf Club land exclude reference to the Wimbledon Club land, which is 
located in one of the main proposed focal east-west axial views towards Centre Court. 
Besides, the Wimbledon Club splits the Golf Club land with its private access into two. 
 
As an example, the Capability Brown Society has published proposals which suggest 
the placement of a grid system of courts on the existing Wimbledon Club land, which 
not only would be far less wasteful of the existing landscape than the current proposal, 
but would be on an already existing largely flat area of ground. It would appear that 
some discussions have taken place between the AELTC and the Wimbledon Club over 
the future relationship but this extremely logical move to consider a land swap has not 
surfaced as a serious proposal. We wonder why not? This would seem a far more 
logical solution to meet both the AELTC and Wimbledon Club requirements and 
aspirations. 
 
Further exchange between stakeholders may also facilitate the delivery of the works 
needed for the long term maintenance of the Lake and to produce the much sought 
after ‘Walk around the Lake’, which we are informed is an obligation set by the Council 
in the original freehold transfer of the site to the AELTC, once Golf ceases to be played 
on the land. Also a more coordinated approach from the three major landowners over 
the management of the park should assist in the long awaited progress to remove the 
‘at risk’ status of the park, which Historic England indicates is the reason the park has 
this status. 
 
The AELTC has not offered holistic proposals for the site including improvements to the 
public Wimbledon Park. The proposals show the intention to retain ‘The Queue’ in its 
current location with temporary facilities together with car and cycle parking and a 
proposed Taxi rank at the northern end of the Park. This could hardly be expected to 
meet the public aspirations for the future of the park. 
 
Also at this stage, there is no information about the intended future use of the former 
Golf Club House and associated car parking. We do not wish to see any increase in on-
site parking but would prefer to see any on-site parking denoted for special needs only. 
 
Transport  
 
This is a subject which we understand will be discussed in detail in Consultation 3. 
 
Other local Resident Associations have raised this as a critical issue with particular 
regard to the potential closure of Church Road for this year and in the future to enable 
the pedestrian integration of the AELTC sites east and west of the road. The re-routing 
of the public transport and other traffic generally, onto roads not designed for the 
purpose during the Championships weeks, remains a major concern for most local 
residents, as does the continuing heavy traffic and noise associated with the 
continuous building activity. 
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The Wimbledon Society Planning & Environment Committee has also raised a number 
of comments and queries, which we endorse. 
 
We look forward to continuing our liaison with all members of our local community and 
thus continue efforts to constructively contribute to the endeavours of AELTC to deliver 
a plan which will not only enhance the Championships as desired but at the same time 
have a positive impact on the historic parkland and the local neighbourhood. 
 
Clearly, much clarification and further detail on the proposals, so far revealed, is 
required. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
cc. Johnny Perkins, AELTC 
 Ulrika Hogberg, AELTC 
 Wimbledon Park Ward Councillors 

The Wimbledon Society 
The Friends of Wimbledon Park 
The Capability Brown Society 

 
 


